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JOHNSTON

By RORY SCHULER

As of Monday, only 29 Johnston residents had 
cast early ballots in Town Hall.

Early voting on a bond to fund a $215 million 
school facility overhaul began March 26. 

The referendum is set to conclude Tuesday, 
April 5. Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Meanwhile, early in-person voting is available in 
the Town Hall lobby, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
through Monday, April 4.

The Johnston School Committee and Town 
Council held a pair of special informational meet-
ings, in joint-session, on the evenings of Wednes-
day, March 16, and Wednesday, March 23, to dis-
cuss the school building projects.

SLAM representatives, James Hoagland, Senior 
Associate, and Catherine J. Ellithorpe, Associate 
Principal, delivered an update on the proposed 
school building projects. The firm has been assem-
bling plans for each school project.

Ellithorpe said Hoagland has been “working 
feverishly on the elementary school.” 

“We are currently hot and heavy on the Early 
Childhood Center and the new elementary 
school,” Ellithorpe explained. “And we’re just get-
ting ready to kick off the High School. And the 
Middle School will trail a little bit behind, just be-
cause we have so many other things going on in 
our construction sequencing.”

The district plans to construct a new Early 
Childhood Center and a new Elementary School 
complex, and make major renovations at the 
Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School and the Johnston 
High School, if voters approve bond funding.

Johnston has 24,098 registered voters, of which 
21,294 are considered active voters, according to 
Town Clerk Vincent P. Baccari Jr.

Schools will be closed on the Special Election 
Day, April 5. 

Polling locations are as follows: Precinct 1601, 
Winsor Hill School Gym, right side; Precinct 1602, 
Simmons Village Community Hall; Precinct 1603, 
Ferri School Gym, right side; Precinct 1604, Ferri 

SCHOOL BOND VOTING BEGINS
Cast an early ballot now or vote on 

Election Day, April 5, to decide 
$215M project funding referendum

BALLOT: A sample ballot is on-display in the lobby of Town Hall. 
Voters can cast early votes through Monday, April 4. On Tuesday, 
April 5, voters can cast ballots at their assigned precinct polling 
place. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

By RORY SCHULER

No matter the Johnston Zoning Board’s next decision, 
residents living in quiet neighborhoods throughout the 
town’s mostly rural western edge are likely to get new 
neighbors. 

The debate’s over whether the new neighbors should 
be fields packed with industrial solar panels or new 
homes occupied by new families.

Cranston-based Green Development has pitched five 
solar field projects for Johnston. Last month, the John-
ston Planning Board gave the master plans their unani-
mous approval.

On Thursday, March 31, the Zoning Board will con-
sider moving the projects forward.

If the Zoning Board gives its blessing, the plans move 
back to the Planning Board for a final set of conditions 
and approvals.

The fields are planned for parcels of land in the 
town’s west end, constructed on mostly forested parcels 
hidden behind strips of residential development. Many 
trees will be cleared and some topography altered.

“It’s really not a choice of the trees staying there, ex-
actly like they are, forever,” said Hannah Morini, Green 
Development’s Director of Business Development. 
“These are privately owned parcels, and the landown-
ers wish to do something with them. The land is not … 
going to stay like it is forever.”

Johnston Mayor Joseph M. Polisena has endorsed the 
project. He said new housing developments would be 
far more taxing of town resources than solar fields. And 
the solar fields, Polisena argues, will bring financial in-
centives to a local scholarship program.

Most of those gathered on Rollingwood Drive Satur-
day lived nearby. They were homeowners who fear the 
loss of their neighborhood’s rural character. They were 
joined by their representative on Town Council, Robert 
Civetti. 

Representatives for Green Development set up an 
easel and stood where the grass met the paved street.

The residents lined up in the road, and like a firing 
squad, they sent repeated volleys — pointed questions 
— toward the potential developers.

Green Development’s Kevin Morin, Director of Engi-
neering & Project Development, and John McCauley, 
Director of Sales, referred to enlarged maps of the area. 
They tried to give neighbors a glimpse into the future.

“What is the benefit to people?” Asked one resident. 
“We know the benefit to you guys. But what’s the ben-
efit to us?”

“Well, hopefully it will stabilize your tax base,” Mc-
Cauley replied. 

Better neighbors: solar fields or new homes?

IFS, ANDS OR ABUTTERS: On Saturday, March 26, concerned residents and abutters gathered along Roll-
ingwood Drive to fire questions at representatives  of Cranston-based Green Development. The firm hopes to 
construct five new solar fields in western Johnston. The Johnston Zoning Board plans to discuss the issue, and 
potentially vote on Special Use Permits, Thursday night, March 31.  (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)SOLAR - PAGE 15■

VOTE - PAGE 6■
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APPROVE JOHNSTON'S SPECIAL SCHOOL BOND REFERENDUM

POLLS OPEN AT 7:00 AM AND CLOSE AT 8:00 PM

OUR KIDS’ FUTURE DEPENDS ON YOUR VOTE!

JOHNSTON SPECIAL ELECTION

NICHOLAS A. FERRI MIDDLE SCHOOLJOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL

JOHNSTON SPECIAL ELECTION

NEW EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

EARLY IN-PERSON VOTING AVAILABLE
AT THE TOWN HALL LOBBY 

WEEKDAYS UNTIL APRIL 4, 2022 FROM 8:30AM - 4:30PM

FUNDING SCHOOL FACILITIES OVERHAUL

JOHNSTON SPECIAL ELECTIONJOHNSTON SPECIAL ELECTION

NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOLNEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 4/13/22Not valid at Boardwalk. Expires 4/13/22

BUY ONE 
GET ONE FREE 
LUNCH OR DINNER 

COUPON VALID ON SANDWICHES OR ENTREES 
(OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE) 

Not valid with online, Grubhub, and DoorDash orders. Offer valid Sunday - Thursday 
only at IGGY'S BOARDWALK. OFFER VALID FOR LUNCH OR DINNER. 

PURCHASE OF A BEVERAGE IS REQUIRED TO RECEIVE OFFER. EXCLUDES 
ALL LOBSTER DISHES. 18% GRATUITY ON BILL INCLUDED PRIOR TO DISCOUNT. 

NOT VALID ON TAKE-OUT. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER offers. 
Not valid on Holidays. No separate checks allowed.

Offer expires 4/13/22.

WARWICK
889 OAKLAND BEACH AVE.
737-9459

NARRAGANSETT
1151 POINT JUDITH RD.
783-5608

WB WB WB

By PETE FONTAINE

They colored it royal blue and yellow last 
week at Johnston High School.

Dozens upon dozens of students, as well 
as administrators, faculty and staff, came 

to Cherry Hill wearing garb in those colors above 
for what people declared was one of the most ex-
traordinary acts of caring and kindness in JHS his-
tory.

It was many members of the proud Panthers stu-
dent body – whose official school and famous colors 
have always been Columbia blue and white – joining 
forces to take an active role in trying to help with the 
current crisis in the Ukraine.

It was also a show of force from three high-profile 
and valuable JHS student groups — namely SADD 
(Students against Dangerous Decisions), Student 
Council and World Cultures Club — that resulted in 
a decision to create what many people concurred 
added a unique Johnston flair to everyone’s efforts.

Enter Emilia Ruggeiro, who doubles as the World 
Cultures Club advisor and “Mr. Panther for all Sea-
sons and Reasons” and Science Department Chair-
man Greg Russo, who discussed a way to assist 
people in the war-torn country in some special way.

The two came up with the idea of constructing a 
huge Ukrainian flag that would be built in a similar 
fashion as to how JHS students build the school’s 
traditional and much-envied Homecoming floats 
that are decorated with hand-made paper flowers.

So, members and officers of SADD supplied the 
necessary funds to purchase the wood to build the 
flag’s frame as well as paper necessary and numer-
ous students took it to heart to make the flowers.

Likewise, Industrial Arts teacher Tom Milligan 
and Physics teacher Tom Stahl put the basic frame 
together and as Russo pointed out: “All of this out-
standing student support allowed the flag to be built 
within a few days.”

And that, Russo went on: “All of which was fol-
lowed by planned collection days that coincided 
with St. Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s Day and there 
were even Dress Down Days for the faculty and staff 
on each of those Irish and Italian holidays.

Enter the sophomore class that provided Irish 
treats on St. Patrick’s Day and Student Council offi-
cers provided Zeppoles on St. Joseph’s Day that re-
sulted in more money for the project.

In addition, Student Council members and World 
Culture Club students went from homeroom-to-
homeroom and the school cafeteria collecting even 

JHS students build Ukrainian flag, raise money for war relief
PANTHER PRESENTATION: This was the special scene last week outside Johnston High School when students, faculty and staff unveiled this handmade flag to show 
support along with raising money for families in the country of war-ravaged Ukraine. (Sun Rise photos by Pete Fontaine)

SPECIAL SUPPORTERS: Among those JHS administrators, faculty that and students led the recent unique 
fundraising for the world Central Kitchen that supplies food for the Ukrainian relief, are: Charlie Curci, Janet Cle-
ments, Sophia Ribezzo, Emilia Ruggiero, Principal Donna Pennachia, Greg Russo, Kelly Dargy, Greg Pannarello 
and Rebeca Clements.

more money.
“All totaled,” Russo related, “Johnston High 

School collected over $1,800 over three days and 
that will be donated to the Trip Advisor Foundation 
that funds the World Central Kitchen and supplies 
food for the Ukrainian Relief.”

As he stood outside JHS with Ruggeiro and 

countless proud Panthers, Russo offered “Special 
thanks to Student Council President Rebecca Cle-
ments and all the students who took part in this 
worthy cause. Also, to the administration — Prin-
cipal Dr. Donna Pennachia and Susan Volante — 
for being supportive during this and other worth-
while projects.”
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Paid for by School Committee Members: Bobby Lafazia, Susan Mansolillo, Joe Rotella, Dawn Aloisio, Mary Sue Andreozzi 
Town Council Members: Robert Russo, Joseph Polisena, Jr., Robert Civetti, Linda Folcarelli, Lauren Garzone Representatives: 
Ed Cardillo, Deb Fellela and Greg Costantino Senators: Frank Lombardo and Frank Ciccone Mayor: Joseph Polisena

New Schools/
Improvements

To benefit ALL Children 
PreK through Grade 12

VOTE Tuesday, April 5th

❑ APPROVE
No impact to the residential tax base!

✓
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JOHNSTON SPECIAL REFERENDUM ELECTION FOR A 
SCHOOL BOND TO BE HELD ON APRIL 5, 2022

EARLY IN PERSON VOTING AVAILABLE IN THE TOWN HALL 
LOBBY WEEKDAYS UNTIL APRIL 4, 2022 FROM 8:30-4:30

Polling locations are as follows:

Precinct 1601 WINSOR HILL SCHOOL GYM, RIGHT SIDE
Precinct 1602 SIMMONS VLLAGE COMMUNITY HALL
Precinct 1603 N. A. FERRI SCHOOL GYM, RIGHT SIDE
Precinct 1604 N.A. FERRI SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1605 N. A. FERRI SCHOOL GYM, LEFT SIDE
Precinct 1606 S. D. BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1607 S. D. BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1608 WINSOR HILL SCHOOL GYM, LEFT SIDE
Precinct 1609 AIMEE FORAND COMMUNITY HALL
Precinct 1610 GRANITEVILLE SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1611 S. D. BARNES SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1612 JOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA
Precinct 1613 JOHNSTON HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA

POLLS OPEN AT 7:00 AM AND CLOSE AT 8:00 PM ON  
APRIL 5, 2022

CONTACT THE JOHNSTON BOARD OF CANVASSERS  
FOR ANY QUESTIONS

401-553-8856
401-553-8889

larusso@johnston-ri.us

NOTICE: Voter fraud is a felony and pursuant to R.I. Gen. 
Laws § 17-26-1, every person who is convicted of voter 

fraud shall be imprisoned for a term of up to 10 years, or 
fined between $1,000 and $5,000, or both, for each offense.

Every Purchase Benefi ts the Music Department

Twin from $199 | Full from $259 | Queen from $289 | King from $499

SATURDAY
APRIL 2ND

10AM TO 5PM
@JOHNSTON SR. HIGH SCHOOL

BENEFITS THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT

jason.glander@csfbeds.com

� All sizes available 
� 25+ styles on display
� Brand new full factory warranties
� Delivery available
� All forms of payment accepted
� Financing Available

For more info: bit.ly/beds4johnstonmusic22
#beds4johnstonmusic22

©COPYRIGHT 2022 CUSTOM FUNDRAISING SOLUTIONS

5TH ANNUAL JOHNSTON HS MUSIC
MATTRESS FUNDRAISER

FREE SET OF SHEETS WITH ANY MATTRESS PURCHASE

Johnston Police log
TEXTING  

WHILE DRIVING
At 7:30 a.m., Feb. 26, a Johnston 

Police officer on a fixed post 
stopped a driver who appeared to 
be using his cell phone while driv-
ing eastbound on Plainfield Street. 

The registration plate affixed to 
the rear bumper was also “not vis-
ible due to a tinted plate cover and 
a thick layer of salt and dirt from 
the road,” according to the incident 
report written by Johnston Police 
Officer Thomas Pederzani.

Police identified the driver as 
Perry J. Cerbo, of 2 Plantation St., 
Warwick.

A background check on Cerbo 
revealed a suspended registration 
and an active bench warrant for 
failure to appear at a Third District 
Court hearing. 

Cerbo was arrested and trans-
ported to headquarters. The vehi-
cle was towed from the scene.

Cerbo was issued a citation to 
appear at Third District Court for 
Operation of Vehicle When Regis-
tration is Suspended, Text Messag-
ing While Operating A Motor Ve-
hicle and Display of Plates.

DUI
At 7:55 p.m. on March 18, Crans-

ton Police arrested Scott Allen, 54, 
of 4 Anita Road, Johnston, on 
charges of DUI – BAC unknown 
and Refusal to Submit to a Chemi-
cal Test as the result of a motor ve-
hicle accident investigation on 
Dean Parkway. Allen awaited ar-
raignment.

SUSPENDED  
REGISTRATION

At 9:20 p.m., March 10, Johnston 
Police Officer Thomas Santurri was 
on a fixed post when he observed a 
vehicle turn left onto Killingly 
Street from Elm Street, allegedly 
without using a turn signal.

The vehicle was stopped and the 
driver identified as Rigoberto Go-
mez, 75 Elm St., Apt. 4, Johnston. A 
background check revealed the ve-
hicle’s registration was suspended, 
and Gomez had an active warrant 
out of the Cranston Police Depart-
ment for Felony Assault. 

Gomez was taken into custody, 
and Cranston Police Officer Coo-
per responded to the scene to take 
custody of Gomez. The vehicle was 
towed from the scene. 

Gomez was issued a court sum-
mons for Operation of Vehicle 
when Registration is Suspended 
and Turn Signal Required.

SUSPENDED LICENSE
At 4:57 p.m. on March 23, Crans-

ton Police arrested Allen Stefflin, 
53, of 39 Monson Ave., Johnston, 
on charges of Driving on a Sus-
pended License. The arrest was the 
result of a motor vehicle stop on 
Webster Avenue. Stefflin was sum-
moned and released at the scene.

SUSPENDED LICENSE
Johnston Police responded to a 

crash at 51 George Waterman Road 
around 11:43 a.m. March 18. Police 
on the scene discovered that one of 
the drivers involved in the colli-
sion, Jose Pineda, of 98 Putnam 
Ave., Johnston, was “operating on 
a suspended license.” Pineda was 
released from the scene with a 
Third District Court notice to ap-
pear for Driving with a Suspended 
License (third or subsequent of-
fense) with a mandatory court date 
of April 11. 

BENCH WARRANT 
ARREST

Around 11:40 a.m., March 19, 
Johnston Police were dispatched to 
the Bel Air Motor Inn, at 2154 Hart-
ford Ave., to disperse a man from 
the premises.

Upon arrival, Johnston Police 

Officer Thomas Santurri spoke 
with motel employees who told 
him they wanted James M. Verrill, 
who was staying with friends in 
Unit 10, to be trespassed from the 
premises. Motel staff told police 
that Verrill, of 882 Blackplain Road, 
North Smithfield, “has been caus-
ing arguments and issues with oth-
er tenants of the motel,” according 
to the incident report.

After police made contact with 
Verrill they discovered he had an 
active Third District Court Bench 
Warrant for failure to appear at a 
Pretrial Conference tied to Driving 
with a Suspended/Revoked li-
cense out of the Warwick Police 
Department. 

Verrill was taken into custody 
and transported back to police 
headquarters, processed and taken 
to the ACI Men’s Intake facility. 

Verrill was also documented as 
trespassed from the Bel Air Motor 
Inn. 

BENCH WARRANT 
ARREST

At 4:55 p.m., March 18, Johnston 
Police responded to the Bel Air 
Motor Inn, at 2154 Hartford Ave., 
to disperse an “unruly female.”

The “calling party/victim,” a 
motel employee, told police that 
Charlene M. Patterson, who gave 
the hotel as her address, had be-
come “highly irate and began to 
strike him in the head and ripped 
off his necklace.” The victim told 
police she “continued to hit him” 
while “yelling profanities” and “he 
was forced to push her out of the 
establishment in an attempt to pro-
tect himself.” A witness at the 
scene backed up the victim’s story.

The victim told police that he did 
not wish to pursue a criminal com-
plaint but wanted to have Patter-
son “dispersed from the property.” 

Procedural checks revealed Pat-
terson had an active Superior 
Court warrant for failure to appear 
at an arraignment stemming from 
an arrest by Warwick Police for 
Possession of Schedule I drugs. 
Patterson was taken into custody, 
cuffed, transported to headquar-
ters and held pending transfer to 
the ACI Women’s Intake. 

BENCH WARRANT 
ARREST

While on a fixed post, around 
12:50 p.m., March 21, Johnston Po-
lice Officer Arthur Petteruti ob-
served a vehicle travel east past his 
location at 1359 Hartford Ave. with 
an expired inspection sticker (2020) 
affixed to the front windshield. 
Petteruti stopped the vehicle near 
1300 Hartford Ave. and identified 
the driver as Jacob J. Perry, of 80 
Curtis St., Apt. 601, Providence.

A background check revealed 
Perry had an active Third District 
Court warrant for failure to appear 
at an arraignment. A DMV check 
revealed Perry’s vehicle was un-
registered.

Perry was cuffed and transport-
ed to headquarters for processing. 

Police discovered Perry had two 
prior convictions for operating a 
motor vehicle with no driver’s li-
cense. He was criminally charged 
with Driving with Expired License 
or Without License (third offense) 
and traffic citations for Operation 
of Unregistered Vehicle and Viola-
tion of Inspection Laws. 

Perry was subsequently trans-
ported to Third District Court for 
arraignment. 

POSSESSION WITH  
INTENT TO DELIVER

Around 5 p.m., March 22, John-
ston Police responded to Personal 
Touch Car Wash, 504 Killingly St., 
to investigate a report “of a distur-
bance inside a vehicle.”

Upon arrival, Johnston Police 

Officer Nick J. Bordieri observed 
two men arguing in the front seat 
of a gray 2006 Honda parked in the 
parking lot.

Bordieri identified both men in 
the car. The passenger was not 
identified in the redacted police 
report. The driver, however, was 
identified as Pedro Villanueva, 29 
Lynch St., Providence. 

While speaking to them, and in-
quiring about the disturbance call, 
Bordieri “observed a blue draw 
string bag with a green/leafy plant 
like substance sticking out of the 
top in plain view on top of the cen-
ter console,” according to the inci-
dent report. 

Bordieri suspected the substance 
was marijuana, and he wrote that 
he “could also smell a strong odor 
of un-burnt marijuana emanating 
from the passenger compartment 
of the vehicle.” 

The men were removed from the 
car and separated. 

“The bag was removed from the 
vehicle and a probable cause search 
of the passenger compartment was 
conducted,” Bordieri wrote in the 
report. 

When the bag was removed from 
the vehicle, Villanueva allegedly 
“made a spontaneous utterance 
and stated, ‘That’s my weed in that 
bag.’”

While searching the bag, Bord-
ieri said he found three large cel-
lophane bags containing suspected 
marijuana, 14 1 gram THC resin 
pens, five 400mg edible Kickers 
bars, four 400mg edible Twist bars, 
four scales and $60 cash. 

The vehicle was towed from the 
scene. 

Police read Villanueva his rights 
and cuffed him. The “suspected 
marijuana” tested positive utiliz-
ing a NARK II test and weighed 2.8 
ounces, according to police. Villan-
ueva was charged with Possession 
with Intent to Deliver a Schedule I 
Substance. 

STOLEN VEHICLE
Around 11 a.m., March 23, John-

ston Police responded to the Pick-
n-Pull at 30 Green Earth Ave. in 
reference to a recovered stolen mo-
tor vehicle.

Police spoke to an employee who 
told them a man attempted to drop 
off a black Ford F-250 with no 
plates affixed. After checking the 
VIN, the vehicle came back as sto-
len. 

An employee told police she rec-
ognized the man who dropped off 
the vehicle as the same individual 
who dropped off a Ford F-250 on 
March 3 (that vehicle was removed 
by Pawtucket Police on a later date). 

The customer who dropped off 
the trucks was identified as Justin 
N. Araujo, of 43 Oakdale Ave., 
Pawtucket. 

“While on scene, I observed Jus-
tin waiting in line,” Johnston Po-
lice Officer James Provuncher III 
wrote in the incident report. “I 
asked Justin to speak with me at 
which point he agreed. Justin stat-
ed he bought both vehicles form a 
male party in the City of Provi-
dence and was unaware that either 
vehicle was stolen.” 

A background check revealed 
Araujo had four outstanding war-
rants: Johnston Police for Posses-
sion of a Stolen Motor Vehicle; 
North Smithfield Police, for Driv-
ing with a Suspended License; 
Cranston Police for Driving with a 
Suspended License; and North 
Providence Police, for Receiving 
Stolen Goods (over $1,500).

Araujo was arrested and trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held. Johnston Police 
charged Araujo with Possession of 
a Stolen Vehicle. 

The vehicle was towed to police 
headquarters. 
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School Cafeteria; Precinct 1605, Ferri School Gym, left 
side; Precinct 1606, Sarah Dyer Barnes School Cafete-
ria; Precinct 1607, Barnes School Cafeteria; Precinct 
1608, Winsor Hill School Gym, left side; Precinct 1609, 
Aimee Forand Community Hall; Precinct 1610, Gran-
iteville School Cafeteria; Precinct 1611, Barnes School 
Cafeteria; Precincts 1612 and 1613, Johnston High 
School Cafeteria.

In February, Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee joined 
the town’s elected officials and school administrators 
in the basement of Johnston’s oldest school, Thornton 
Elementary, to ceremoniously sign the bill allowing 
Johnston to seek a bond referendum. The referendum 
date was set for April 5.

Johnston’s schools are aging fast, and the town has 
been bleeding funds trying to maintain the classic 
structures. 

The Thornton Elementary was originally erected in 
1890, but burned down in 1919. The building was re-
built at its current 4 School St. location in 1920 and 
opened to Johnston students in 1921.

Graniteville Elementary was built in 1930, 90 years 
ago. Brown Avenue Elementary was built in 1934, 87 
years ago. Winsor Hill and Barnes elementary schools 
were constructed in 1953, 68 years ago. 

Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School was built in 1960 
(61 years ago) and Johnston Senior High was built in 
1968 (53 years ago).

Johnston hopes to get more than 50 percent reim-
bursement from the state for the massive building 
project.

Joe Polisena Jr., Vice-President of Johnston Town 
Council, said the costs to taxpayers for the bond refer-
endum, if approved, will be negligible. 

Polisena developed the overall funding plan, devis-
ing a way to do all of the school building projects at 
once. 

New developments in town, and the tax dollars they 
generate, including the Amazon warehouse under 
construction along Hartford Avenue, are expected to 
cover the annual bond payments.

School planners hope to construct a fifth-grade acad-
emy, attached to the newly renovated middle school.

The small neighborhood elementary schools will 
close, and the students will be moved to a town-wide 
elementary center. If the bond passes, town officials 
will hold discussions to determine the fate of the old, 
closed school buildings. They may be torn down or 
converted into senior housing.

In October, the School Committee voted to retain 
the SLAM Collaborative architectural firm to take the 
district into Stage III of the school construction pro-
cess. At its Dec. 21 meeting, the Johnston School 
Committee passed a resolution supporting the $215 
million bond.

The new ECC will cost an estimated $28,600,000 
and is tentatively slated to open in the summer of 
2024.

The plans call for closing and then demolishing or 
selling all of the town’s current elementary schools — 
Graniteville ECC Annex, Barnes, Brown Avenue, 
Thornton and Winsor Hill.

The large consolidated, new elementary school will 
be built to educate around 1,100 students in grades 1-4, 
on three floors, and is planned for construction on 
town property just north of the Johnston High School.

The elementary school will cost an estimated 
$84,350,000, and is tentatively scheduled to open in 
late summer 2024.

The district will likely tackle the new ECC and ele-
mentary school first, and then move on to the high 
school renovation, and then the middle school project, 
according to Johnston Schools Superintendent Bernard 
DiLullo Jr.

“We are affecting every student in Johnston,” DiL-
ullo said at the first informational meeting on March 
16. “From pre-Kindergarten, our 3-year-olds, all the 
way up to our 17-18-year olds. We’re looking forward 
to that.”

SLAM has proposed more than $39 million in reno-
vations to the Ferri Middle School and a $57 million 
facelift at the high school.

“We’re getting a lot of good feedback from the state, 
in terms of being the only district that is doing some-
thing like this,” DiLullo said. “Since 2016 we’ve been 
talking about this project, and finally it’s starting to 
take shape.”

The high school is slated for a late summer of 2024 
unveiling, and the middle school repairs should be 
complete by late summer of 2025.

“In 2025 we’ll have all new facilities in Johnston,” 
DiLullo said. 

Polls will remain open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on April 
5, according to a public notice advertised by the John-
ston Board of Canvassers. Contact the board by calling 
401-553-8856 or 401-553-8889 with questions (or email 
larusso@johnston-ri.us).

The advertisement contained a warning notice at the 
bottom:

“Voter fraud is a felony and pursuant to R.I. Gen. 
Laws 17-26-1, every person who is convicted of voter 
fraud shall be imprisoned for a term up to 10 years, or 
fined between $1,000 and $5,000, or both, for each of-
fense.”

INFO SESSIONS: The Johnston School Committee and Town Council held a pair of special informational meet-
ings, in joint-session, on the evenings of Wednesday, March 16, and Wednesday, March 23, to discuss the school 
building projects. Superintendent Bernard DiLullo Jr. addressed the audience. 

VOTE EARLY: Town Clerk Vincent P. Baccari Jr. watches as one of his department clerks, Jessica Alviano, ex-
amines the voting machine in the lobby of Town Hall. Early voting at Town Hall began on March 16, but so far, as 
of Monday, only 29 registered voters had cast early ballots. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

VOTE AQUI: 
Early in-person 
voting is avail-

able in the Town 
Hall lobby, from 

8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

through Monday, 
April 4.

■ Vote
(Continued from page 1)
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SLAM PLAN: The Johnston School Committee and Town Council held a pair of special informational meetings to discuss the school building projects. The SLAM archi-
tectural firm delivered an update on the proposed school building projects, including an overall “Master Plan.”  (Images courtesy SLAM)

SITE MAPS: The SLAM architectural firm presented overhead views of each school, showing plans for renovations and new building projects, clockwise, for the Early 
Childhood Center, the new town-wide Elementary School, the Johnston High School and the Ferri Middle School. 

SCHOOLS 
FOR THE  
FUTURE:  

SLAM gave au-
dience mem-

bers a glimpse 
inside the future 

Johnston  
Elementary 

School, should 
voters approve 

funding  
following  

Tuesday’s  
referendum. 
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Rank the candidates
Second 

Congressional 
District

Survey
Can you name the 11 candidates running 
for the Second Congressional District? 
We've got the list on our poll, now it's up 
to you to rank them in order of your pref-
erence. We'll be publishing the results in 
April.

Take our survey @
johnstonsunrise.net

STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT
Stationary at our Johnston location 

or mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive

programs
for long term use.401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737

YARD DEBRIS, 
JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!
10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

By RORY SCHULER

Join National Volunteer Week (April 
17-23) with Operation Stand Down 
Rhode Island (OSDRI) to help do a 
spring cleanup on their Johnston prop-
erty at 1010 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

OSDRI Volunteer Day will be held 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday, April 19. 

Those who volunteer will encounter 
tasks including “power washing, 
mulching, painting porches/railings/
doors, organizing our food/hygiene 
pantry, weeding, picking up litter/
trash, sticks and leaves, and more.”

“We are looking for 25 people to 
commit to this day of volunteering,” 
according to OSDRI. “Lunch will be 
provided as well as all necessary tools/
materials. Please contact Amanda at 
adriscoll@osdri.org with any ques-
tions, thank you in advance!”

DAY OF GIVING
Thinking of making a donation to 

Operation Stand Down Rhode Island? 
If so, Rhode Island celebrates the Day 
of Giving on April 1. Go to 
www.401gives.org/organizations/op-
eration-stand-down-rhode-island, for a 
“statewide day of giving event,” be-
tween 6 a.m. to 12 a.m.

OSDRI is an independent 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization and Rhode Is-
land’s primary nonprofit resource for 
homeless and at-risk veterans. Found-
ed in 1993 and headquartered in John-
ston, OSDRI’s mission is to strengthen 
the veteran community by providing 
crucial wrap-around services, accord-

ing to the group. 
“Ending the cycle of veteran home-

lessness, and preventing it, requires 
much more than providing a roof over 
the head of an individual veteran or 
veteran family,” according to OSDRI. 
“To achieve this goal, OSDRI offers a 
wide range of life-changing services 
including supportive permanent and 
transitional housing, intensive case 
management, basic human needs as-
sistance (for example, food and cloth-
ing) and an employment training and 
placement program.”

Contact OSDRI’s Office, by calling 
401-383-4730, or go to osdri@osdri.org.

JEEP LIFE
All vehicles are welcome at Howie’s, 

1525 Smith St., North Providence, from 
1-3 p.m. April 24, for the Jeep Life of 
the Northeast Veterans fundraiser. Gas 
gift cards will be collected as dona-
tions.

NORTHMEN 5K
A run/walk race known as the 

Northmen 5K will take place on at 9 
a.m., April 30. The event, held at the 
Veterans Memorial Stadium in North 
Smithfield, will raise money for OS-
DRI. 

Hosted by North Smithfield student 
Calla Puccetti, for a high school senior 
project, all race proceeds will benefit 
Operation Stand Down Rhode Island, 
aiding homeless and at-risk veterans.

Go to www.raceentry.com/north-
men-5k/race-information for more de-
tails.

Volunteer Day offers 
opportunity to help 

Ocean State veterans

OSDRI Notes

By Charles Curci
Special to the Sun Rise

Mock Trial: a student’s peer into what a real life courtroom is like.
Though for the past two years, it has been that of a modified courtroom. Through-

out the season, the JHS Mock Trial Team worked tirelessly to produce a case for the 
plaintiff and defense sides of “Emerson Lake vs. Alex Colón.” 

This year’s case involved an ATV accident in Roger Williams Park between Emer-
son Lake, the operator of the ATV, and Alex Colón, another teenager presumed to be 
under the influence of marijuana.

A team of three attorneys and three witnesses are required to assemble for each 
side of this case. Led by Coach Anna Herbert and Attorney Coach as well as local 
Johnston Municipal Court Judge and Attorney Jacqueline Grasso, they led the team 
to place overall ninth in the state.

This year the Johnston Panther Mock Trial Team made it all the way to the quarter-
finals where they were to prepare to advance to their first in-person competition in 
two years, but unfortunately were beat out by another team in the state. 

Herbert stated previously that, “I often love to see the kids come into the club shy 
and quiet and when they get to perform during the trials, you can see them just have 
this level of confidence emerge.” 

She believes that club is about being able to bring out your own inner confidence 
as well as the wonderful opportunity to explore public policy in an extracurricular 
and fun manner. 

Overall, Johnston Senior High School is proud of what the mock trial team was 
able to accomplish this season and looks forward to what they may be able to ac-
complish in the future!

Editor’s Note: Charlie Curci, who played the role of “student attorney and mock witness” 
for the Mock Trial Team, also serves as JHS Student Council Vice President. The Johnston 
Sun Rise strives to regularly publish stories submitted by members of Student Council .

JHS Mock Trial Team 
finishes 9th in state

Got something to sell???
Advertise in the Classifieds

Call 732-3100 today!



Johnston Sun Rise 9Thursday, March 31, 2022

Opinion

Publisher
John I. Howell Jr. - JohnH@rhodybeat.com

General Manager
Richard G. Fleischer  - 

RichardF@rhodybeat.com

Advertising Director
Donna Zarrella  - Donna Z@rhodybeat.com

Editor
Rory Schuler - RoryS@rhodybeat.com

Sports Editor
Alex Sponseller - AlexS@rhodybeat.com

Journalists
Pete Fontaine

Classified Advertising
Sue Howarth–SueH@rhodybeat.com

Circulation
Leslie Paz

Credit Manager
Lynne Taylor

Bookkeeping
Leslie Paz

Production Manager
Lisa Bourque Yuettner -

LisaB@rhodybeat.com

Production Staff
Monique Rice - MoR@rhodybeat.com

Advertising Representative
Natalie Payette - NatalieP@rhodybeat.com

Spotlight Profile Writer
Jennifer Coates - 

JenniferC@rhodybeat.com

Tel. 401-732-3100
Fax: 401-732-3110

All advertising and editorial material in whole or in part designed and/or composed by  
Beacon Communications is copyrighted and may not be reproduced without express 
permission of the publisher. Beacon Communications shall not be liable for errors and omis-
sions in or failure to insert any advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of actual space occupied by the item in which error or failure to insert occurred.
Beacon Communications is a member of the New England Press Association, The Rhode  
Island Newspaper Group and The North Central Chamber of Commerce.
Johnston Sun Rise is owned and operated by Beacon Communications. Editorial offices are 
located at 1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889. Paid subscriptions are available for 
$74 per year. Web site: www.johnstonsunrise.net

JOHNSTON

By Seth Magaziner
Special to the Sun Rise

Every child in Rhode Island deserves to go to a school 
that is safe, warm, dry, and equipped for 21st-century 
learning. 

In 2018, I co-chaired the state’s School Building Task 
Force that brought together educators, experts, and com-
munity stakeholders to develop a once-in-a-generation 
plan to rebuild Rhode Island’s schools. 

In just four years, our plan has allocated funding to re-
pair or replace 180 school buildings across 28 districts in 
Rhode Island. These schools serve more than 100,000 
students annually and the projects to fix them have cre-
ated more than 28,000 jobs. 

Despite this progress, there are still thousands of chil-
dren across Rhode Island attending schools that are old, 
unsafe, and poorly equipped. We need to continue priori-
tizing school modernization until all students in Rhode 
Island are attending schools that are safe, warm, and built 
for 21st-century learning. 

Johnston will ask voters on Tuesday, April 5 to approve 
a $215 million proposal to finance the largest moderniza-
tion of education facilities in the town’s history. If ap-
proved, the bond would be used to finance a new Early 

Childhood Center, the closure and consolidation of four 
elementary schools into one new state-of-the-art school 
with a new gymnasium, media center and science and 
technology labs to support art, music, science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math (STEAM) education. The pro-
posal also includes funding for major renovations to the 
Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School and Johnston High 
School in addition to new and expanded career and tech-
nical training programming for high school students.  

I recently introduced legislation along with sponsors 
Sen. Hanna Gallo, Sen. Sandra Cano, and Rep. Brandon 
Potter that will help ensure Johnston will be able to access 
enhanced state funding for construction projects in the 
coming years. Under our proposal, the state could cover 
more than 56% of the cost of the Johnston projects ap-
proved by voters. In addition to the continuation of these 
programs, our legislation includes funding for additional 
key priorities. Our bill includes significant incentives for 
energy efficiency and renewable energy improvements to 

public school buildings, in keeping with the state’s Act on 
Climate goals. Our legislation also includes incentives for 
school districts to employ local contractors on school con-
struction projects, to help ensure that when the state 
spends money on school construction work, it is Rhode 
Island businesses and workers that benefit. 

By approving this funding now, we can continue our 
progress delivering the schools that Rhode Island stu-
dents deserve and avoid the higher costs of having to 
build new schools in the future.

We must continue our momentum and invest in the 
next generation so that all Rhode Island children are safe 
in school and prepared to thrive in the years that follow. 
We’re off to a great start, but we must keep going until we 
finish the job for Rhode Island students. 

Editor’s Note: Seth Magaziner is the general treasurer of the 
State of Rhode Island and co-chair of the state’s School Building 
Task Force. 

‘Every child in Rhode Island deserves to go to a school that 
is safe, warm, dry and equipped for 21st-century learning’

By Kaolin Boardman
Special to the Sun Rise

EDUCATION MALPRACTICE: the end 
result of the decisions presently being made 
regarding student learning.

School districts are again preparing to dis-
tribute ESSER (Elementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief) funds. This federal 
money is to be used to “remediate learning 
loss.” The term “remediating learning loss” 
implies that we must restore the learning 
students lost due to the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. 

Students were deprived of the in-person, 
in-classroom, and in-school time they needed 
to learn. Time is a continuum no one can re-
mediate. So, is the purpose to restore lost 
learning or lost time for learning? Neither is 
possible. Yet, somehow the term, “remediate 
learning loss” has been misconstrued and is 
misleading. The big idea is to teach students 
the academics they should have learned had 
we not experienced the pandemic. So, techni-
cally not “lost learning” but rather learning 
that never happened in the first place. The 
phrase “remediate learning loss” is as extra-
neous as “getting students caught up”. 
Caught up to whom?

So, some suggestions on how to spend this 
ESSER money in order to “remediate learning 
loss” include making purchases of products 
and services like air purifiers, indoor and out-

door furniture and equipment, PPE (personal 
protective equipment), technology, and hiring 
personnel. These are all great accessories to 
learning; however, none of these will have a 
direct impact on student learning and achieve-
ment. Imagine if students’ academic success 
and social-emotional needs were solely depen-
dent on whether or not an air purifier was in 
the classroom? If only it was that simple.

Another popular way school districts 
might utilize ESSER funds is by creating and 
implementing programs that will provide 
students with a chance to backtrack their 
learning. Basically, learn what they should 
have learned had there not been a pandemic 
while presently learning the curriculum of 
their current grade in order to meet those 
standards at the end of the school year. It’s like 
failing Algebra I freshman year but to stay on 
track to graduation, you must take Algebra I 
and Algebra II sophomore year.

These “remediating” sessions, often re-
ferred to as “extended day”, “ramp-up” or 
“recovery” programs, are held either before 
or after school hours in addition to the typical 
school day; and student participation is vol-
untary. An intervention like this, which in-
volves more teaching and learning, is not a 
valuable use of time and resources.

Frankly, it’s counterproductive. Students 
are not available mentally or physically to 
participate in additional schooling, especially, 
our most vulnerable and academically needy 

students. As it stands now students can bare-
ly manage to attend and participate during 
the typical school day. Ask any teacher. To 
believe this is an effective solution is like be-
lieving gasoline will put out a fire because it is 
a liquid.

We need students, a.k.a. future adults, to be 
resilient, to be collaborators with the skills for 
critical and creative thinking. We need them 
to be passionate about their learning so that 
they will become invested in being life-long 
learners. Most of all we need our students to 
be confident, productive members of society. 
To achieve this it is imperative to restructure 
education standards and expectations.

The Common Core Standards are intend-
ed for K-12 students to be “prepared to suc-
ceed in college, career, and life”. First and 
foremost, students must be prepared to meet 
the demands and succeed in the next grade, 
and to do this we must provide students 
with an education that meets them where 
they currently are both academically and 
emotionally. To be critical thinkers students 
must be able to read. To be creative, students 
must have prior knowledge and valuable 
experiences to build upon. To be resilient, 
students must be confident to adapt to 
change and recover from disappointment 
and life difficulties. To be lifelong learning 
adults, students must be engaged in and at-
tracted to learning as a child. To be optimis-
tic, productive members of society, our stu-

dents must be these things.
We must restructure education to make it 

achievable. We must provide our students 
with confidence-building learning opportu-
nities. We must align teaching with student 
progress and not the demands of overzeal-
ous, unattainable goals that defeat their sin-
cere efforts.

We must come together and make changes 
to the current standards and  end-of-the-
school-year expectations if we want to see 
any growth and mastery in student learning. 
We must utilize available funding to create 
committees of educators to analyze, assess, 
and address the current standards and their 
requirements. We must clearly identify what 
we need students to know and demonstrate 
in order to be successful and productive in the 
next grade. The current standards and expec-
tations are meaningless, unattainable goals. 
Students were struggling to meet standards 
and expectations long before the pandemic. 
So, let’s pause and regroup, refocus, and re-
structure in order to move forward making 
the changes needed to stop the deterioration 
of society.

Editor’s Note: Kaolin M. Boardman MAT, 
CAGS, serves as a public school special education 
teacher in Johnston. She strongly believes that if we 
want to students to become resilient, critical, cre-
ative productive member of society we must drasti-
cally redesign education.

GUEST OPINIONS

A special educator asks: ‘What are we doing?’
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Answer to this 
week’s Puzzle:

Town of Johnston
Notice 

of  
Public Hearing

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Rhode Island General 
Laws § 24-6-2 that the Johnston Town Council will hold a 
public hearing at the Johnston Municipal Court, 1600 Atwood 
Avenue, Johnston, RI 02919, on April 11, 2022 at 7:00 pm. 

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider proposed 
Ordinance 2022-6 (Formerly 2022-CP-6), an ordinance 
regarding the abandonment of a portion of Buck Hill Road, 
located on Assessor’s Plat 30. All persons interested in 
the above Ordinance may attend the hearing and be heard. 
Individuals requesting interpreter services for the hearing 
impaired must notify the Office of the Town Clerk seventy-two 
(72) hours in advance of the hearing date.

Per Order: Attest:
Robert V. Russo, President Vincent P. Baccari, Jr.
Johnston Town Council Town Clerk

3/24, 3/31, 4/7/22

Newspaper: 

Johnston Sun Rise
Client:

Dental Arts Group

3.42” wide x 4” deep

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

Bob Giberti    401-732-3100    LisaB@rhodybeat.com, production

Advertising: Here is the 2x4” column template for this client:

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

Watch Your
MOUTH

Generally, a person has four wisdom teeth. 
Although not everyone develops these extra molars, 
90 percent of those who do endure an impacted 
wisdom tooth that cannot break through the gums.  
Ignoring problem wisdom teeth is inadvisable. 
Patients may experience symptoms such as swelling 
in the back of the mouth, restricted jaw movement, 
and painful chewing. Although the majority of people 
with wisdom teeth are asymptomatic, wisdom 
teeth often cause infections, lesions, cysts, tumors, 
damage to adjacent teeth, and the development of 
gum disease. Untreated, conditions can escalate 
and become serious.  During a routine office visit, 
a dentist can detect an erupted or impacted wisdom 
tooth and may recommend a visit to an oral surgeon 
who specializes in wisdom teeth.

Ours is a unique, advanced facility at DENTAL 
ARTS GROUP, designed to provide patients with 
the most up-to-date, comfortable, convenient dental 
care possible. We provide all the dental services you 
and your family require, including wisdom teeth 
care,  fillings, crowns & bridges, periodontal care, 
complete restorations, cosmetic procedures, nutrition 
counseling, and preventive care. We’ll keep an eye 
on your complete oral health when you join our ever-
growing list of smiling patients. Call 401-521-3661for 
an appointment at 1136 Hartford Ave., Johnston.

HINT:  Anthropologists believe wisdom teeth were 
helpful for our prehistoric ancestors who needed 
serious chewing power to grind through the rough 
plants, seeds, nuts, and foliage that made up their 
diets. 

WISDOM TEETH:  A WORD TO THE WISE

Request for Proposals
Town of Johnston

HIGHWAY SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS
TO HARTFORD AVENUE (ROUTE 6)

PAPA No. 21-73
Town of Johnston is requesting bids for Highway Safety 
Improvements to Hartford Avenue (Route 6) PAPA No. 21-
73. Bid specifications are available at the Johnston Town 
Clerk’s Office located at 1385 Hartford Avenue, Johnston, 
RI 02919 beginning March 31st, 2022 weekdays between 
the hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Specs are also available 
on the Town’s website at www.townofjohnstonri.com. 
Sealed bids will be accepted until 10:00 am, April 21st, 
2022 at the Johnston Town Clerk’s Office at the above 
address and will be opened publicly at that time. The Town 
of Johnston reserves the right to reject any or all responses 
or parts thereof, to waive any informality in them, or accept 
any bid deemed in the best interest of the Town. The Town 
of Johnston will offer interpreters for the hearing impaired 
provided the request is at least three (3) days prior to 
scheduled bid opening by calling (401)553-8830.

Joseph Chiodo, CPA
Finance Director

3/31/22

YOUR AD
COULD BE

HERE
For more info, call

732-3100

LegaL Notices
sor Avenue, AP 59 Lot 15, zoned 
R-40.  The petitioner is seeking a 
Special Use Permit -subsection 5 – 
Public Utility Uses #2- electric Power 
Generating Facility in an R-40 Zone, 
for a proposed ground-mounted So-
lar Array and associated improve-
ments.

File 2022-6 – Petition of Johnston 
Harilla I, LLC/28 Harilla Johnston 
Realty, LLC, Applicant/Owner for 
28 Harilla Lane & Off Greenville Av-
enue, AP 51 Lot 11 & 9, zoned R-40.  
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-7 – Petition of Johnston 
Elmgrove/Domenic & Michelle 
Lancelotta/, Applicant/Owner for 
25 Elmgrove Avenue, AP 51 Lot 4, 
zoned R-40.  The petitioner is seek-
ing a Special Use Permit -subsec-
tion 5 – Public Utility Uses #2- elec-
tric Power Generating Facility in an 
R-40 Zone, for a proposed ground-
mounted Solar Array and associated 
improvements. 

NOTE:  If a Case has not been 
called for a hearing by 10:30 
p.m., the Board, at its discretion, 
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting. 
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the 
Town’s web page or Monday through 
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons 
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

3/10, 3/17, 3/24, 3/31/22

of the meeting (401) 231-4000 ext 
4117.  Persons utilizing TDD equip-
ment may contact the Town through 
“Relay Rhode Island” at 1-800-745-
6675.  The agenda for the evening 
will be as follows, subject to change:

New Business
File 2022-8 – Petition of Ray 
D’Amico/Greg & Lorraine Natale, 
Applicant for Emerald Lane, AP 60 
Lot 74, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Dimensional Variance 
Section 340 for a proposed Single 
Family Dwelling.

File 2022-9 – Petition of Off 
Course Properties, LLC, Applicant 
for Plainfield Street/Capitol Street, 
AP 26 Lot 1, zoned B-2.  The peti-
tioner is seeking a Dimensional Vari-
ance Section 340 for a proposed 
Single Family Dwelling.

File 2022-3 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor I, LLC/Ernie & Donna Ricci 
Jr., Applicant for Winsor Avenue, AP 
60 Lot 4, zoned R-40.  The petitioner 
is seeking a Special Use Permit 
-subsection 5 – Public Utility Uses 
#2- electric Power Generating Facil-
ity in an R-40 Zone, for a proposed 
ground-mounted Solar Array and as-
sociated improvements.

File 2022-4 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor II, LLC/Allan Hill, Applicant/
Owner for 86 Winsor Avenue, AP 60 
Lot 2, 20, 86, zoned R-40 & R-20. 
The petitioner is seeking a Special 
Use Permit -subsection 5 – Public 
Utility Uses #2- electric Power Gen-
erating Facility in an R-40 Zone, for 
a proposed ground-mounted Solar 
Array and associated improvements.

File 2022-5 – Petition of Johnston 
Winsor III, LLC/The Steere Family 
Trust, Applicant/Owner for 112 Win-

Master Plan for a 5-lot Major Sub-
division. Located at 1757 Plain-
field Pike AP 27 Lots 2 & 146 
– Zoned B2 & R20 – Applicant: 
Dennis Cardillo. 

IV.ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT & 
SPECIAL ITEMS 

V. ADJOURNMENT

• The Planning Board Agenda and 
Minutes are available for review at 
ClerkBase on the Town’s web page 
or Monday through Friday between 
8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at the Plan-
ning Office, 100 Irons Avenue, John-
ston.
• Items not heard by 9:30 p.m. may 
be continued to the next Regular 
Meeting or a special meeting at the 
discretion of the Board. 
• Facilities are handicap accessible. 
Interpreter services may be request-
ed from TTD (401) 792-9642 at least 
72 hours in advance.

3/24, 3/31/22

PLANNING BOARD MEETING
Tuesday April 5th, 2022; 6:00 P.M.

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

REVISED AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL
II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
III. NEW BUSINESS

PB 21-04 – Cherry Blossom Es-
tates - Public Hearing on a Pre-
liminary Plan for a proposed 
8-lot Major Subdivision on a new 
street.  Located at 3 & 5 Granite 
Street AP 5 Lot 388.  Zoned R-20.  
Applicant: Abatecola Realty.

PB 22-20 – The Farmlands – Pub-
lic Meeting on a Preliminary Plan 
for a proposed 4-lot Minor Subdi-
vision on a private road. Located 
at 1257 Central Avenue AP 43 Lot 
96. Zoned R-40. Applicant A.G. 
Construction

PB 20-22 – Deer Run Road & Or-
chard Avenue – Public Hearing on 
a Major Subdivision. Located at 
AP 59 Lots 8 & 268. Zoned R-40. 
Applicant Mark Cavanagh.

PB 22-19 – Stone Meadow Estates 
– Public Meeting on a Final Plan 
for a 3-lot Minor Subdivision on 
a private road. Located at 38 & 40 
Pine Hill Road AP 45 Lots 3 & 515. 
Zoned R-40. Applicant Ernest N. 
Watson Jr. 

PB 21-25 – Establishment of bond 
amount for Juliet Court

PB 22-12 – Wildflowers Estates 
– Public Meeting on a proposed 

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

Thursday, March 31st, 2022
at 6:30 PM

Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold its 
monthly meeting on March 31, 2022 
at 6:30 pm, at Johnston Senior Cen-
ter, 1291 Hartford Avenue.  All per-
sons interested in the following pro-
posals are requested to be present 
at this time.  The assembly facilities 
are accessible to the handicapped.  
Persons requiring special accom-
modations shall call the Zoning Of-
fice at least 48 hours in advance 

The Department of Environmental Management (DEM), in partnership with the RI Tree Council, RI Nurs-
ery and Landscape Association, and the Arbor Day Foundation, is providing 1,000 free trees to Rhode Island 
residents this spring through the Energy-Saving Trees program. Registration opened Friday, March 25. Now 
in its 13th season, this popular program helps Rhode Islanders save energy and lower their utility bills by 
strategically planting trees on their property.

The tree giveaway will appear in Johnston from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Saturday, May 14, at the Rhode Island 
Tree Council, 2953 Hartford Ave.

“Planting a tree in the right place can improve air quality, sequester carbon, and help manage stormwater 
runoff,” said DEM Agriculture and Forestry Chief Ken Ayars. “It’s a terrific way for Rhode Islanders to re-
duce their energy costs today and in the years to come, and a tangible way to stand up to climate change. 
We’re especially pleased to offer free trees now, when many of us are spending more time in our backyards 
because of the pandemic.”

Planting the right tree in the right place is the key to maximizing the energy-saving benefits that trees pro-
vide. When planted properly, a single tree can save homeowners money on energy costs by shading their 
home in the summer and blocking cold winds in the winter. Additional benefits include improved air quality, 
reducing stormwater runoff, and beautifying your surroundings.

The process to reserve your free tree can take less than 10 minutes. In three easy steps you can reserve your 
tree:

Sign up at www.arborday.org/RIDEM and map your house by using the interactive mapping tool.
Select the right tree by choosing from the list of available trees.
Reserve your tree and select your pick-up location from the following list of locations: Richmond Elemen-

tary School, 190 Kingstown Rd., Richmond, (Saturday, April 23, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.); Monsignor Gadoury 
School, 1371 Park Ave., Woonsocket (Saturday, April 30, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.); Colt State Park, Rt. 114, Bristol 
(Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.); and the RI Tree Council, 2953 Hartford Ave., Johnston (Saturday, May 14, 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.). 

The free trees will be approximately four to six feet tall each and are in three-gallon containers. These trees 
fit in most cars for transportation to your home. All program participants must be Rhode Island residents and 
must pre-register online to reserve their free tree.

Funding for the program is provided by the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. For online registration 
assistance please contact the Arbor Day Foundation at 1-855-234-3801. For more information about the Rhode 
Island Energy-Saving Trees Program, visit DEM’s Division of Agriculture and Forest Environment Urban and 
Community Forestry website.   

For more information about DEM divisions and programs, visit www.dem.ri.gov or follow us on Facebook, 
DEM’S Division of Forest Environment on Facebook, Twitter (@RhodeIslandDEM), or Instagram (@rhodeis-
land.dem) for timely updates.

‘TREEMENDOUS’ 
OPPORTUNITY

1,000 free trees available to Rhode Islanders

FREE TREE? 
The tree give-

away will appear 
in Johnston from 

9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 
Saturday, May 

14, at the Rhode 
Island Tree  

Council, 2953 
Hartford Ave.  

(Photo courtesy 
RI DEM)
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AFTER: Several months into construction, the site is practically unrecognizable. Note the 
same utility pole, to the right of both photos. The land has been carved and trees have been 
toppled. Only a small portion of the project can be seen from the road, though heavy equip-
ment works away across the horizon and at least one crane towers above the remaining 
tree line.

Clearing (for) the Amazon

CLEAR-CUTTING: The land has been chopped away, access roads carved, and many trees have been lost to the new development off Hartford Avenue. The town is now 
advertising for bids on Hartford Avenue road improvements. Traffic travels at a dizzying clip from Connecticut, down Route 6. Over the growl of engines on the road, heavy 
equipment clanks and bangs away at rock and soil. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)

BEFORE: Over the summer, as the Amazon project morphed from Project 
Schooner into a planned robotic fulfillment center for the world’s largest on-
line retailer, the woodland off Hartford Avenue, near the intersection with In-
terstate-295, sat mostly undisturbed. 
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1524 Atwood Avenue, Suite 321, Johnston, RI
2435 Nooseneck Hill Road, Ste. A-1, Coventry, RI

Dr. Matthew Willet t
MD, FAAD

Dr. Jason Michaels
MD, FAAD, Mohs Surgeon

April Brosnan
FNP-C

AspireDermatology.com
Call 401.239.1800 
for Same Day Appointments

Providing Surgical, 
Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Shop.AspireDermatology.com

Call 401.239.1800
for Same Day Appointments

Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology

ATTENTION  ELIGIBLE  MEN!

G E T R E A DY TO DAT E. CO M

Call for your complimentary consultation with 
Debra and learn how you can Get Ready To Date!

Enrolling Single  Men and  Women

Between Ages 50 & 85

Join My Matchmaking Database for Mature Singles

Debra L’Heureux
certified

matchmaker

401-289-0900

SAVE 15%
Cabinet Refacing or New
Cabinetry with a Countertop

Flexible

Financing

Available

888.461.1849

Request your FREE 
In-Home Quote Today!

*Discount applies to cabinet refacing or new cabinets with a countertop. 
May not be combined with o�ers or apply this o�er to prior purchases. NP-263.

RILicense#29144

USE A
LITTLE

KitchenKitchen
COULD YOUR

Magic?

By RORY SCHULER

Laws regulating businesses don’t mean much if businesses don’t comply. 
A group of Johnston students have been helping to ensure local businesses comply with tobacco age-require-

ments. They recently distributed compliance certificates to a baker’s dozen of Johnston’s cigarette sellers.
Following a series of compliance checks, the Johnston Prevention Coalition recognized the tobacco retailers that 

were compliant in prohibiting sale of tobacco products to those under 21.
On March 16, Kaitlyn Maggiore, Johnston Prevention Coalition Coordinator, accompanied four Ferri Middle 

School Above The Influence members — Jaylen Jordan, Mia Rubino, Sophia Rubino and Izabella Urena — while 
paying a visit to Johnston Fine Wine Beer & Spirits, at 2951 Hartford Ave.

The goal was to deliver a certificate of compliance with state laws prohibiting retail sale of tobacco products to 
underage purchasers, following a Synar Compliance Check, a Rhode Island state initiative organized by Behav-
ioral Healthcare Developmental Disabilities & Hospitals (BHDDH).

The state of Rhode Island 2021 Synar Compliance Check resulted in certificates granted to 13 tobacco retailers 
around Johnston.

In a statement, Tri-County Community Action Agency, the Johnston Prevention Coalition, and members of ATI 
thanked Gabriel Daiaa, manager of Johnston Fine Wine Beer & Spirits, as well as the other 12 retailers for being 
compliant in keeping tobacco products away from underage individuals in the Johnston community. 

“Tobacco products, such as cigarettes or smokeless options, should not be sold to any individual under the age 
of 21,” according to a reminder from the Johnston Prevention Coalition. 

“Tobacco Compliance checks are when an individual under the age of 21, known as an inspector/decoy, enters 
a tobacco retailer, attempting to purchase a tobacco product,” Maggiore said. “If the clerk does not check their 
Identification for age verification and or outright sells to the decoy, the tobacco retailer is considered a non-com-
pliant in which the tobacco license owner is in violation of the law. All retailers should check everyone’s identifica-
tion who appears under the age of 30 to verify they are older than 21 to purchase tobacco products.”

Retailers awarded with Synar’s Compliance Certificate include: Retailers awarded with Synar’s Compliance 
Certificate include: Johnston Fine Wine Beer & Spirits (2951 Hartford Ave.), Dad’s Place Smoke Shop (1465 At-
wood Ave.), Gulf Express (1180 Atwood Ave.), Stop & Shop Fuel (1410 Atwood Ave.), Walgreens (1583 Atwood 
Ave.), Market Fine Wine & Spirits (11 Commerce Way), Stop & Shop (11 Commerce Way), Shop N Go (237 Green-
ville Ave.), Smoke Shop (780 Hartford Ave.), Mobil (1897 Plainfield Pike), Shop N Go (1569 Plainfield Pike), Tri 
Town Wine & Spirits (39 Putnam Pike) and Walgreens (25 Putnam Pike).

13 Johnston cig sellers 
certified compliant 

FINE COMPLIANCE: Gabriel Daiaa, manager of Johnston Fine Wine Beer & Spirits, accepts a Synar Compli-
ance Check certificate from Ferri Middle School Above The Influence members — Jaylen Jordan, Mia Rubino, 
Sophia Rubino and Izabella Urena. (Photos courtesy Kaitlyn Maggiore)

CERTIFIED  
RESPONSIBLE: 

The state of 
Rhode Island 

2021 Synar  
Compliance 

Check resulted in 
certificates  

granted to 13  
tobacco  
retailers  
around  

Johnston.
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SIGNING IN: Director of Defenders of Animals, Dennis Tabella signed in more than 
60 people for the Bowling for Animals held at Town Hall Lanes in Johnston.

Pins and 
companions

BOWLING FOR ANIMALS: On a recent Sunday, more than 60 people attended 
Bowling for Animals at Town Hall Lanes to benefit Defenders of Animals. The event 
raised $1,490 with bowlers and donations. The total amount will be used for De-
fenders of Animals, Inc., low-cost spay/neuter program for cats and dogs and feral 
cats. There were 60 bowlers that signed up through Defenders of Animals. Defend-
ers of Animals is the statewide organization, founded by Dennis Tabella and Patricia 
A. Tabella, that works to defend the rights of both companion animals and wildlife 
through education, legal and legislative activism. The organization promotes adop-
tions made through municipal animal shelters, Rhode Island organizations that adopt 
out dogs and cats from Rhode Island, spaying/neutering, keeping dogs and cats up 
to date on inoculations, and microchipping dogs and cats. (Sun Rise photos by 
Steve Popiel)

NEVER TOO YOUNG: The Hammond brothers, Luca, age and Owen, age 8, took 
their turns Bowling for Animals  at Town Hall Lanes in Johnston. They were in Rhode 
Island visiting with family.
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1944 WarWick avenue, WarWick, ri  02889 P: 401-732-3100 F: 401-732-3110  | rhodybeat.com

beaconcommunications

IS HIRING!
Join our growing Sales Team for an opportunity to work

 in a friendly, community based environment.

Advertising Account Executive – West Bay
Seeking a sales representative to service the Cranston/Johnston area. Knowledge 
of this area and its businesses is preferred. Customer Service experience and Basic 
Computer Skills (Outlook, Word, Excel) helpful. The ideal candidate should pos-
sess strong organizational and communication skills. Willing to work in an office 
environment as well as on the road. Sales experience helpful. But will train the ideal 
candidate. Must have your own vehicle and be willing to spend time on the road as 
well as in the office.
Base Salary + Commission. Health Benefits, 401K. 

Interested candidates can send their resume to
donnaz@rhodybeat.com

Advertising Account Executive - National/Major Accounts

Seeking a seasoned professional for a print and digital sales position, cultivating new 
business and servicing current national, regional and major local accounts. The ideal 
candidate would possess strong organizational and communication skills. Customer 
Service experience and Basic Computer Skills (Outlook, Word, Excel) helpful. Must 
have your own vehicle and be willing to spend time on the road as well as in a office 
setting. Base Salary + Commission. Health Benefits, 401K. 

Interested candidates can send their resume to
donnaz@rhodybeat.com

Prepare for 
Power Outages 
& Save Money

PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated solar + battery storage system, 
stores solar energy that can power your whole home during utility 
power outages and save you money on your electric bill.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(888) 861-0872

$0 DOWN 
FINANCING 
OPTIONS!**

*O� er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

OFFER!*

**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

TIE A PINK RIBBON: The group eventually made its way into the woods, where they trekked to find pink ribbons marking the likely fence-line that will be built to encircle 
the new solar fields. The ribbons are clearly visible from Rollingwood Drive backyards.  (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)
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The gang of residents 
laughed.

“We’ve heard that before,” 
one voice declared.

The group eventually made 
its way into the woods, where 
they trekked to find pink rib-
bons marking the likely fence-
line that will be built to encir-
cle the new solar fields. 

Ray Arruda lives in a yel-
low house at 74 Rollingwood 
Drive. You can see the pink 
ribbons from his backyard. 

“I think it’s going to impact 
everybody,” Arruda said, 
standing in the woods next to 
a pink ribbon tied around the 
trunk of an old thick pine tree. 
“We want it to affect us mini-
mally.”

Morini and Green Develop-
ment Spokesperson Bill Fisch-
er answered a series of follow-
up questions on Tuesday 
morning. 

“We do not focus on cutting 
down trees,” Morini said. “It 
is a symptom of any kind of 
development. Not just renew-
able energy development. 
These are great sites for hous-
ing. In a large housing devel-
opment, trees will come down 
as well.”

According to Green Devel-
opment, the five solar fields 
will be constructed on land 
totaling 324.86 acres. Of those 
324.86 acres, approximately 
133.15 acres will be surround-
ed by fencing, with solar pan-
els occupying around 41 per-
cent of the acreage. 

“The assumption that it’s 
solar or forest, for the conceiv-
able future, is another false 
assumption,” Fischer said. 

The five projects include — 
a 1.0 Megawatt solar field, 
called, GD Johnston Elmgrove 
II, at 25 Elmgrove Ave. (AP 51 
Lot 4, zoned R40); GD John-
ston Harilla I, a 2.25 MW solar 
field at 28 Harilla Lane (AP 51 
Lots 9 & 11, zoned R40); GD 
Johnston Winsor I, a 4.0 MW 
solar field at 46 Winsor Ave. 
(AP 60 Lot 4, zoned R40); GD 
Johnston Winsor II, a pro-
posed 8.0 MW solar field at 86 
Winsor Ave. (AP 60 Lots 2, 20, 
86, zoned R20 & R40); and GD 
Johnston Winsor III, a pro-
posed 24.0 MW solar field at 
112 Winsor Ave. (AP 59 Lot 15, 
zoned R40).

Solar development is a spe-
cial use permitted under John-
ston’s zoning laws.

Although the town docu-
mented the importance of pre-
serving land like the parcels 
currently identified for devel-
opment in its last update of 
the Johnston Comprehensive 
Plan, in 2007, the town’s elect-
ed officials never took posses-
sion of any of that land.

Instead, the land remained 
in private hands and those 
owners have decided to sell.

“If I was going to have a 
bunch of new neighbors or a 

solar project, I would take the 
solar project,” Morini said. “I 
would rather have a pollinat-
ing mix and wildflowers over 
front lawns competing for ir-
rigation and excess fertilizer. I 
would personally rather have 
a solar field with a meadow 
underneath it.”

Both Morini and Fischer 
stressed the temporary nature 
of the solar project. 

“When a field becomes a 
neighborhood, it’s usually a 
neighborhood forever,” Fisch-
er said. “Solar fields can revert 
back over time.”

“There could be an opportu-
nity in the future,” Morini 
said. “This is temporary and 
housing is forever.”

Green Development told 
the Planning Board that there 
may be an option for the town 
to take control of the land in 
after the solar fields are de-
commissioned. 

In fact, after Tuesday morn-
ing’s interview, Morini re-
searched the company’s pro-
posal further.

“We are proposing to do-
nate about 275 acres on Win-
sor (Avenue) to the Johnston 
Land Trust upon receipt of all 
approvals for the solar proj-
ects,” Morini wrote in a fol-
low-up email. “Green Devel-
opment would lease the prop-
erty back from the Land Trust 
for the solar projects. This 
land will never be in the own-
ership of Green again. It will 
remain with the Johnston 
Land Trust.”

Essentially, Green Devel-
opment would acquire the 
land, donate it back to the 
town’s Land Trust, and then 
lease the land for an agreed-
upon length of time (likely 
20-25 years). After the lease 
ends, future town officials 
can reimagine the parcels; let 
them return to their natural 
state or develop them fur-
ther.

“The plan is that this will be 
a major conservation opportu-
nity for the town,” Morini ar-
gued. “This is their opportu-
nity to get the land into con-
servation for perpetuity. It is 
so much better than having a 
permanent housing develop-
ment.”

Civetti pointed to an online 
petition as evidence the proj-
ect is not welcome in John-
ston’s west-end.

Around 325 residents had 
signed the petition “Johnston, 
RI Citizens AGAINST Com-
mercial Solar in Residential 
Zones” (at change.org) as of 
Wednesday morning. 

“This project is not right for 
a residential zone,” Civetti 
said via text message. “Zon-
ing can vote it down.”

Johnston’s Zoning Board 
plans to hear Green Develop-
ment’s case for “Special Use 
Permits” at all five sites dur-
ing their meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
tonight, Thursday, March 31, 
at the Johnston Senior Center, 
1291 Hartford Ave.

SITE TOUR: Above and below, Green Development’s Kevin Morin, Director of Engineering & Project 
Development, and John McCauley, Director of Sales, gave interested residents a tour through the wood-
lands the firm plans to develop into five solar fields if the town gives its approval. (Sun Rise photos by 
Rory Schuler)

■ Solar
(Continued from page 1)
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CLUES ACROSS
  1.  Hillsides
  6.  A way to ingest
  9.  Large number
 13.  Southeastern Minnesota city
 14.  Cronies
 15.  Having suffi cient skill, knowledge
 16.  Supplements with diffi culty
 17.  Former VP nominee Palin
 18.  Cambodian monetary unit
 19.  Where coaches work
 21.  Secret political clique
 22.  A type of lute
 23.  Tan
 24.  Empire State
 25.  Where golfers begin
 28.  For each
 29.  Muslim inhabitants of the 

Philippines
 31.  Bird genus
 33.  Popular Dave Matthews Band song
 36.  Domesticates
 38.  “Boardwalk Empire” actress 

Gretchen
 39.  Asian antelope
 41.  One who takes apart
 44.  Kin
 45.  Dresses
 46.  Says something about you (abbr.)
 48.  Doctor of Education

 49.  One quintillion bytes (abbr.)
 51.  Overcharge
 52.  Sailboats
 54.  Indian musical patterns
 56.  Predisposition to a condition
 60.  Share a common boundary with
 61.  Wide
 62.  Skin disease
 63.  Monetary unit of Samoa
 64.  Source of the Blue Nile
 65.  Instrument
 66.  Red deer
 67.  Unidentifi ed fl ying object
 68.  Bar or preclude

CLUES DOWN
  1.  Flying insects
  2.  Strong alcoholic spirit
  3.  Old
  4.  Moves in slowly
  5.  Symbol for tin
  6.  Having certain appendages
  7.  Expression of sorrow or pity
  8.  Type of hormone (abbr.)
  9.  One with an unjustifi ed mistrust
 10.  Hebrew calendar month
 11.  Pure
 12.  LSU football coach
 14.  Unbroken views
 17.  Fathers

 20.  Part of a race
 21.  Hairstyle
 23.  Fifth note of a major scale
 25.  Body art
 26.  Amounts of time
 27.  Designed chairs
 29.  Sensational dramatic piece
 30.  Arrangement of steps
 32.  Classifi es
 34.  Young child
 35.  Oh, no!
 37.  Astronomical period of about 18 

years
 40.  Not or
 42.  Poke fun at
 43.  Consisting of roots
 47.  “__ Humbug!”
 49.  A way to remove
 50.  A confusion of voices and other 

sounds
 52.  Keyed instrument
 53.  Varnishes
 55.  Unpleasantly sticky substance
 56.  Unable to hear
 57.  A short erect tail
 58.  Indicates interest
 59.  Flow or leak through
 61.  British thermal unit
 65.  Iron

By RORY SCHULER

The Massachusetts Attorney General has 
scored a victory for Bay State patrons of 
National Grid.

Now the Rhode Island Attorney Gener-
al’s Office will pick up the case, arguing for 
Ocean State electric customers.

Pennsylvania’s top power company 
wants to buy Rhode Island’s primary elec-
tric provider. The transaction has received 
state and federal regulatory approval. 

Closing the deal, however, has been 
hung up on cases by the Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island attorney generals, who say 
they are trying to protect their respective 
state’s rate-payers.

“Irrespective of the Massachusetts settle-
ment, we continue to pursue our appeal 
from the DPUC hearing officer’s decision,” 
according to Kristy Dos Reis, spokeswom-
an for Rhode Island Attorney General Peter 
F. Neronha. “We will continue to seek a stay 
of the closing of the transaction until the 
important issues raised by our appeal can 
be fully reviewed by the court.”

Earlier this year, the Rhode Island Divi-
sion of Public Utilities and Carriers (RID-
PUC) approved the sale of Narragansett 
Electric Company (NEC), which provides 
power to practically every customer in the 
Ocean State. In an attempt to stop the sale, 

Attorney General Peter F. Neronha filed an 
appeal, arguing the transaction may not be 
“in the best interest of Rhode Islanders.”

That appeal was placed on hold, pending 
a similar request by Massachusetts Attor-
ney General Maura Healey. This week, 
Healey announced that her office reached a 
settlement with National Grid.

Healey says the settlement will protect 
“customers in Massachusetts from incur-
ring nearly $30 million in extra annual costs 
on their utility bills” following the sale of 
NEC to PPL. National Grid currently owns 
NEC, but also serves as Massachusetts’ 
primary electric provider.

Healey’s settlement is also expected to 
provide millions of dollars in utility debt 
relief and customer credits.

“Massachusetts families should not be 
forced to shoulder millions of dollars in ex-
tra costs for their utility services from this 
sale,” Healey said. “We are pleased to have 
secured a resolution that not only protects 
customers from higher rates but provides 
additional benefits during a time of need.”

The settlement resolves Healey’s appeal 
of an order by the Massachusetts Depart-
ment of Public Utilities (DPU) in July 2021 
that waived a full review of the sale of Nar-
ragansett before it closed. Last month, the 
Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
granted the AG’s request for a stay of the 

DPU’s order, which resulted in the sale of 
Narragansett being put on hold, according 
to Healey. 

Nearly all Rhode Island power custom-
ers buy electricity from a single source, the 
NEC. Pennsylvania Power & Light (PPL), 
an Allentown, Pennsylvania-based power 
provider, wants to buy NEC.

Both PPL and National Grid released 
statements following Healey’s settlement 
announcement. 

“We’re pleased that the Supreme Judicial 
Court of Massachusetts has lifted its stay 
and that National Grid and the Massachu-
setts attorney general have reached a settle-
ment clearing the way for the sale of The 
Narragansett Electric Company to PPL,” 
according to PPL. “In Rhode Island, on Feb. 
23 the Division of Public Utilities and Carri-
ers approved the transaction in a 338-page 
decision, finding that PPL met all of the 
criteria for approval.  The Rhode Island at-
torney general filed an appeal with the Su-
perior Court and sought a stay of the ap-
proval until the court decides the appeal. 
PPL objected to the stay and continues to 
believe that the Division correctly approved 
the transaction. We await further action by 
the Superior Court on the stay request.”

National Grid echoed PPL’s assertions.
“Through our settlement with the Mas-

sachusetts Attorney General’s office, we re-
affirm our commitment that we made from 
the outset that Massachusetts customers 
will not pay Rhode Island costs and that 
they will not be adversely impacted by the 
sale of our Rhode Island business,” accord-
ing to the statement from National Grid. 
“We are pleased to reach this important 

milestone and move toward the finalization 
of the sale of The Narragansett Electric 
Company to PPL Rhode Island Holdings, 
LLC.  As we progress through this transi-
tion, we will continue to do what we do 
best in delivering safe, reliable and afford-
able energy to our customers. PPL remains 
prepared to close promptly with National 
Grid as soon as circumstances permit, and 
looks forward to investing in Rhode Island 
and providing safe, reliable, affordable and 
sustainable energy to Rhode Island custom-
ers.”

Neronha has argued that Rhode Island 
customers may experience higher rates and 
slower storm response times should the 
companies close on the sale. 

“My Office has filed a motion in Rhode 
Island Superior Court to appeal and stay 
(the Feb. 23) decision by the Division of 
Public Utilities and Carriers to approve the 
sale of Narragansett Electric to Pennsylva-
nia-based PPL,” Neronha said in a state-
ment on Thursday, Feb. 24. “This proposed 
transaction would have enormous conse-
quences for all Rhode Islanders, and we 
will continue to advocate to ensure an elec-
tric and gas utility that is in the best inter-
ests of Rhode Islanders and that complies 
with Rhode Island law.”

This week’s settlement in Massachusetts 
requires that National Grid either mitigate 
or absorb a total of $29 million in additional 
annual costs caused by the sale.

National Grid’s commitments under the 
Bay State settlement agreement become ef-
fective only if National Grid closes its sale 
of Narragansett, according to Healey’s of-
fice.

PPL purchase of NEC clears MA court hurdle

By JOHN HOWELL

There have been other 
searches for the Gaspee. One 
was conducted in the 1950s, a 
second, according to newspa-
per accounts in 1989 and a 
third in 2002. But there is no 
record of whether anything 
was found. 

Now on the eve of the 
250th anniversary of the 
burning of the British ship, 
deemed the first blow for 
freedom on June 9, 1772, an-
other search will be conduct-
ed. But as Dr. Kathy Abbass, 
director of the Rhode Island 
Marine Archaeology Project, 
described Thursday, this hunt 
won’t be like those preceding 
it. For starters, the latest tech-
nology will be used and the 
search initially planned for 
ten days could be extended 
thanks to support for the proj-
ect. Abbass will head a team 
of volunteers who she has 
trained over the past five 
years as well as marine arche-
ologists she has worked with. 

Abbass outlined the plan 
before a group of about 40 
people at the Aspray Boat-
house in Pawtuxet Village 
that included members of 
the Gaspee Days Committee, 
the Freemasons, the Pawtux-
et Rangers, the Pawtuxet Vil-
lage Association, elected of-
ficials and the corporate 
community. 

“We want to make sure to 
tell the story (of the Gaspee) 
in a way that resonates and 
we’re proud of,” Governor 
Dan McKee said. McKee said 
the incident was “the begin-
ning of that effort for our in-
dependence” adding that the 
exploration has the potential 
of broadcasting the story. 

“We want to make sure the 
country knows what hap-
pened here,” he said. 

The governor attended the 
event at the invitation of Rep. 

Joseph McNamara who 
served as master of ceremo-
nies and introduced Abbass. 
He told of how the effort to 
find the Gaspee and his asso-
ciation with the Rhode Island 
Marine Archaeology Project 
germinated in 2014. Eight 
years ago, constituents called 
him that the Gaspee was 
emerging from the sand on 
Greene Island. McNamara 
was intrigued. Could this be 
the Gaspee and if not the Gas-
pee what might it be? 

He connected with RIMAP 
and Abbass. 

She quickly ruled out the 
Gaspee. The hull emerging 
from the sand and a second 
wreck off Gaspee Point that is 
clearly visible at low tide are 
more than 100 feet long 
whereas the Gaspee was 60 
feet. But the two wrecks of-
fered an ideal classroom for 
those interested in marine ar-
chaeology. McNamara be-
come one of her students and 
one of her greatest supporters 
as he and others – many resi-
dents of Gaspee Point – un-
dertook the Not the Gaspee 
Project. 

Last year Abbass and the 
team extended their search to 
The Gaspee Project taking 
measurements at the point 
and researching how the 
point has shifted over de-
cades of storms. A sonar sur-
vey of the point taken last 
August revealed two poten-
tial underwater “targets” 
worthy of additional exami-
nation. Abbass said one could 
be the remains of vessel that 
sank in the 1960s and the sec-
ond an area of disturbance 
where possibly earlier search-
es had been conducted.

Abbass was asked what it 
would take financially to fur-
ther survey and explore the 
sites. She returned with a 
two-part plan. The first 
would be to conduct addi-

tional remote sensing surveys 
of the point using the next 
generation equipment and a 
magnetometry survey of the 
waters surrounding the Gas-
pee Point spilt. She budgeted 
the first phase at $32,000. The 
second phase would include 
excavation and use of a GPS 
standard grid pattern to in-
vestigate targets. Surveys 
would also be conducted in 
the shallows as well as on the 
beach for, as Abbass ex-
plained, the point is constant-
ly shifting and material, per-
haps no more than a remnant 
of a fastener could be found.  

During one of surveys tak-
en of the wreck on Greene Is-
land, Abbass found a round-
ed piece of wood that she 
identified as coming from an 
18th Century cask and older 
than either of the two wrecks 
they were documenting.

She puts the cost of the 
second phase of the Gaspee 
hunt at $50,000. 

Abbass made no promises 
of finding the Gaspee.  She 
called “a negative result a 
positive contribution to sci-
ence.” More likely, cultural 
materials will be found and 
then the question becomes, 
“have we found the Gaspee 
and can we prove it?” 

As of Friday, corporate and 
private commitments to the 
project will finance the first 
phase of the project and then 
some.  The goal is to fund 
both phases.   

After learning Thursday 
there is sufficient funding for 
the first phase, Abbass said 
she expected the project could 
start in July. She said she 
doesn’t want the Gaspee Proj-
ect to overshadow the Gas-
pee Days celebrations. Fur-
thermore, she said, many of 
the volunteers who are 
trained in conducting the sur-
vey would not be available 
until July. 

Funds raised for the first 
phase of the Gaspee hunt
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Paving • Seal Coating
Line Striping • Asphalt Repair

Residential & Commercial

401-640-6799
actionasphaltservice@gmail.com
www.actionasphaltservices.com

Booking Spring Cleanups, 
Brush Removal, Thatching, Gutter 
Cleaning, Junk Removal & More!

NOW ACCEPTING NEW WEEKLY
MAINTENANCE CUSTOMERS

Fresh Perspective
Landscaping

639-7214

P i cture  Perfect
Landscape & more

from Pruning 
to Power washing 

and Painting 
to Planting....

(508)369-4264

• Service Contracts Available •
We Provide Complete Air Conditioning, Gas Heating and Heat Pump

RESIDENTIAL Service & Installation COMMERCIAL
Keeping you comfortable since 1934!

A Full In-House Design Installation & Service Company
RI Reg. #1561

Call 401-351-3900

HEATING  SPECIALISTS!
• Heating • Heat Pumps • Roof Top Systems

Generator Installations • Complete Electrical Services

All our technicians are drug tested, must pass a thorough motor vehicle check & are fully bonded

Want Comfort?
The Feeling is
“Mutual!”

WE
CONVERT
OIL TO
GAS

MUTUAL
HVAC SERVICE & INSTALLATION

Mutual Engineering

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Spring

we make house calls
Get Your free roof evaluation

401-737-7881
www.roofdoctor-ri.com

A+ Rating by BBB • GAF Certified • RI Reg. #23366 - Licensed & Insured

The Collaborative, a Warren-based arts 
nonprofi t, will hold free art classes for 
youth the week of April 18th - 22nd, 9am-
3pm at the organization’s two spaces: 498 
Main St and 4 Market St.

The Warren Art Academy, now in 
its fi fth year, is a series of art classes for 
youth where students are immersed in 
learning the basics of four different art 
forms taught by Arts Education profes-
sionals. This year’s Academy will feature 
classes in Printmaking, Filmmaking, Pho-
tography and Comic Design.

“The Art Academy really follows our 
philosophy of using the arts to educate,” 
said Executive Director, Uriah Donnelly. 
“Since its inception, The Collaborative 
has always envisioned being less a gal-
lery and more of a community organiza-
tion bringing together art and education 
for people of all ages. Since The Col-
laborative started, we have had many 
young artists exhibit in 
our gallery. We’ve had the 
pleasure of watching them 
grow and evolve into bud-
ding professionals. That is 
something that is really im-
portant to us.” 

This program is made 
possible by grants from 
The White Family Founda-

tion, Andrade-Faxon Charities, RISCA, 
and a Legislative grant from Sen. Walter 
Felag. The classes are free but there is a 
small, fully refundable deposit in order 
to reserve a space. The deposit will be 
refunded once the student completes the 
full week of classes.

“We certainly don’t want the deposit to 
be a barrier to anyone, but it creates more 
incentive to follow through,” said Don-
nelly. “We’ve had scenarios in the past, 
before we started taking deposits, where 
folks would sign up but not show up tak-
ing a spot away from other kids. If the $50 
deposit is the only thing stopping you 
from signing up, please reach out to us. 
We’d never want that to get in the way of 
participating in this fun program.”

For more information and to regis-
ter for this special program, please visit 
www.thecollaborative02885.org/warren-
art-academy

Collaborative offering 
free youth art classes 

April 18-22
WARWICK SHOWCASE/APPLE CINEMAS

THE LOST CITY
* * * *

(Tongue-in-cheek romantic comedy)

“The Lost City” is the type of 
movie we need right now.

Forget the superheroes, the 
violent gangster movies and 
the coming-of-age fl icks.

Make us laugh!
Sandra Bullock plays Loretta 

Sage, a successful author of 
romance novels who is on a 
book tour with Dash, a male 
model (Channing Tatum), who 
graces her book cover. Women 
fl ock to their appearances to 
see him.

Loretta is kidnapped by a 
wealthy sociopath (Daniel 
Radcliffe) who believes she is 
the key to an ancient treasure, 
fl ying her to a remote island 
and forcing her to interpret 
symbols that will lead to the 
treasure.

Dash, who has a love/hate 
relationship with Loretta, 
wants to prove his virility by 
saving her. He convinces a 
hunky adventurer (Brad Pitt) 
to join him.

They fi ght their way into 
the compound, but the bad 
guys have endless numbers 
and end up chasing them into 
the jungle.

Pitt disappears from the chase and Dash takes over, amazingly escaping capture and 
proving to be a protector to Loretta.

If this all sounds a bit silly and outrageous, it is!
The relationship between Loretta and Dash grows stronger as each depends on each 

other to both escape and fi nd the hidden cave.
There are some very funny lines and some exciting action.
Filmed in the Dominican Republic, the scenery is spectacular.
Suspend your belief and enjoy.

with 

Joyce & Don

Fowler

Movies
See it at the 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

spotlight BUSINESSon

We Deliver!

Atwood 
Florist, Inc.

1041 Atwood Ave., Johnston • 274-7300
(Between St. Rocco’s & Simmonsville Ave.) All MAjoR CRedit CARdS

John D. Dick – Proprietor   www.atwoodflorist.com

Brighten Someone’s Day

with Flowers

★Lowest $ In Town★
New

State-of-the-Art
Equipment —

Same Old Prices!

Jain’s Laundry
Plaza 44 • 39 Putnam Pike • Johnston • 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

WASH • DRY • FOLD
Drop Off Service
only 79¢ per lb.

Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, RI 02919

Now ENrolliNg
6 Weeks – 12 Years Old

Full & Part-time
Positions available

5 George Waterman Rd., Johnston, RI 02919
401-233-0314

iwilliams@lazori.org www.lazori.org

We provide 
brokerage 
services for 
persons with 
intellectual and 
developmental 
disabilities.

268 Washington Street, West Warwick
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm • www.fredsautobody.biz

Call 821-7630 for 
complete collision service

DAMAGED CAR IN NEED OF REPAIRS?

Friendly & Honest Service
~INSURANCE WORK~

In Business 38 Years

 Fred’s Auto Body

By JENNIFER COATES

There is nothing in the world quite as wonderful 
as the Downy-fresh smell of clean clothes and clean 
linens. This familiar aroma evokes images of newly-
washed clothes, hung on a clothesline to billow in the 
wind and dry in the warm summer sun.

While there are no clotheslines hanging in Jain’s 
Laundry, it is a common, daily experience to have your 
clothes and linens smell just as Downy-fresh as this 
sensory memory, every time you bring them home 
from this tidy laundromat on Putnam Pike.

Jain’s Laundry is a family-run laundromat in Johnston 
that has been in continuous operation since it was first 
opened by the Jain family in 1993. It is a place that has 
earned a reputation for cleanliness, trustworthiness, 
affordability, consistency, and friendly customer 
service. It is a place that provides an invaluable service 
for today’s modern family ~ both as a place where 
one can do all their wash in “one fell swoop” or take 
advantage of their convenient, same-day, wash-dry-
fold service.

Cleaning your clothes and household linens is 
“essential work” but it does not have to be drudgery! 
If time is your most precious commodity, then why not 
bring your laundry to Jain’s Laundry for their drop-off 
service? Why not spend your time doing the things you 
love this spring and let Kaushal Jain help you carry the 
load?

For an incredible .69/pound, Kaushal will wash, 
soften, dry, and even fold your laundry – all in one day. 
Besides the convenience of this great service, this price 
also covers the cost of the softener, bleach, soap and 

hangers! What a bargain!
For the most competitive prices in the area, you will 

find both the wash-fold, same-day service offered by 
Kaushal here at Jain’s Laundry as well as a room full 
of coin-operated washers and dryers for the “do-it-
yourselfers”. If you don’t have enough quarters, no 
worries ~ there is a change machine that accepts up to 
a $20.00 bill available here.

There are large capacity machines available for 
all size loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top 
loading machines are available here for only $2.00 per 

load compared to $2.50 in most other places. Vending 
machines are also on-site if you need to re-stock your 
supply of detergent, softener, or laundry bags.

There is plenty of parking and a friendly, helpful staff 
here, ready to meet the needs of both residential and 
commercial customers.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza 
on 39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week - 
from 8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am 
to 8 pm on Saturday and Sunday. For more information 
about their services, call 401-231-7019.

Jain’s Laundry
Let them help carry your laundry load this spring

Come to Kaushal Jain of Jain’s Laundry, a familiar laundromat on Putnam Pike in Johnston, for all your wash/dry/fold 
laundry needs and for self-service washing & drying machines.
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Local ❤ Adoptable ❤ Loveable
AnimAl   TAlk

By Karen Kalunian

Mabel
Have you been searching for the 
love of your life? Well you just found 
Mabel! She loves everyone she meets! 
Mabel is a two year old Shepherd/
Hound mix with the most beautiful 
eyes and the best smile around. 
She is playful, loyal and will make 
an amazing companion. While she 
likes other dogs, she’d rather have a 
home all to herself so she gets all of 
your love and attention. If you’d like 
to meet Mabel please contact Save 
One Soul Animal Rescue League, 
Wakefield, RI  at (401) 206-0727 or 
email info@sosarl.org  You can also 
visit their website  www.sosarl.org 
Mabel can’t wait to join your family 
and live a life filled with happiness!

Photo credit: Save One Soul

If you have been looking to adopt or know of an 
animal in need, please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920@gmail.com

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Mannie & Sasha
Look at this adorable duo, brother and sister Mannie and Sasha! You get the best of both 
worlds with these two, a handsome Tuxedo with Mannie and a stunning Tabby with Sasha! 
These two are totally bonded and are looking for a home together! They are under a year 
old so still very much playful kittens. They are available at Heart of RI and you can visit them 
during their open adoption hours: Wednesday 3-7, Thursday and Friday 12-2 and Saturday 
10-2. They are located at 44 Worthington Road Cranston, RI. You can call 401-467-3670 for 
more information. These two will bring you years of joy for sure!

Sun RiSe ScoopS
By Meri R. Kennedy

Breakfast with  
the Easter Bunny

Join in on April 16 at 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
for Breakfast with the Easter Bunny at 
the Johnston Senior Center. The event 
will be brought to you by the Johnston 
Parks and Recreation Department, and 
everyone is invited to attend.

Johnston Senior Center  
back in full force

At the Johnston Senior Center, all exer-
cise classes have resumed, and new 
classes have been added too. Call the 
center for information. 

They are offering a Photography start-
ing on April 12 at 1:30 p.m. Please call 
center for information at 944-3343. The 
class features on-location shoots and 
three classroom sessions. The charge is 
$10 per session.

There are still seats available for the 
Pennsylvania Dutch trip on May 23-25; 
double occupancy $499 and $599 single 
occupant.

The Newport Playhouse is back. The 
first performance is Tuesday July 12, 
with “Murder at Howard Johnsons,” 
which features a lobster dinner with the 
play for $95 per person.

Free Virtual Family-To-Family  
course begins April 13

The Rhode Island chapter of the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness is now 
accepting registration for our Spring 
2022 virtual Family-to-Family course 
which begins on Wednesday, April 13, 
2022. This is a free, 8-session educational 
program for family, significant others 
and friends of people with mental health 
conditions. It is a designated evidenced-
based program, which means that re-
search shows that the program signifi-
cantly improves the coping and prob-
lem-solving abilities of the people clos-
est to a person with a mental health 
condition.

NAMI-Rhode Island’s Family-to-Fami-
ly course is taught by trained family 
members who have lived experience with 
a loved one, and includes presentations, 
discussions and interactive exercises.

For more information on the Family-
to-Family curriculum and registration 
requirements, visit namirhodeisland.org 
or call 401-331-3060 or email beth@
namirhodeisland.org.

Arts Scholarships for  
youth now open to register

Do you know a student aged 11 - 14 
who loves to create and to perform? En-
courage them to apply to our ARTS 
Scholarships 2022 program! Applica-
tions and guidelines are now available at 
ppacri.org/artsscholarships.

The ARTS Scholarships 2022 program, 
sponsored by the Textron Charitable Trust 
and the PPAC Annual Fund with support 
from WPRI 12 and Ocean State Charities 
Trust, offers young artists an opportunity 
to participate in local summer arts educa-
tion program that will broaden their ex-
perience in their chosen area of study.

Qualified students must be aged 11 - 
14 by June 1 of this year and reside in 
and attend school in Rhode Island.

Rhode Island Senior  
Softball League

The Rhode Island Senior Softball 
League, who has over 350 players on 20 
teams, is currently seeking players ages 
50 and over for the upcoming season.

The season will run from the begin-
ning of May until the end of September, 
including playoffs, and no games will be 
scheduled on July 4. Games are played 
on Sunday, double headers.

Masks and/or pitcher’s screen will be 
mandatory, and the league will use the 
same 11 fields as it did last season. Fields 
are located in East Providence, Cranston, 
Johnston, Woonsocket, North Kingston, 
Barrington and Western Cranston.

Visit www.leaguelineup.com/wel-
come.asp?url=riseniorsoftball for more 
information. Please fill out player inqui-
ry form, the commissioner will contact 
you.

Consider donating blood
The Rhode Island Blood Center is in 

need of blood donations. Individuals 
wishing to donate must book an ap-
pointment at the donation center; walk-
ins are only accepted if safe distancing 
allows at the person’s time of arrival.

Nearby areas to donate include The 
Shops at Greenwood, which is located at 
615 Greenwich Ave., in Warwick. Sign 
up by visiting www.ribc.org.

Walk and Talk  
at Rocky Point

Come join the “Rocky Point Pacers” 
for a walk around Rocky Point every 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9 
a.m., weather permitting. They meet at 
the gate on Rocky Point Avenue. Get 
some sunshine and burn off some holi-
day pounds.

Prepare RI High School  
Internships Program

Calling all RI public high school ju-
niors: The 2022 PrepareRI High school 
Internship Program is accepting applica-
tions to participate in on-site/in-person, 
PAID summer experiential learning in-
ternships with local employers across 
the state.

This program will help you earn, 
learn, and connect with employers across 
Rhode Island. Applications will be re-
viewed on a rolling basis. Visit https://
skillsforri.com/prepareri for more infor-
mation.

Apple Fest  
Scheduled

The 34th Annual Apple Festival has 
been scheduled for: Saturday, Sept 10 
and Sunday, Sept. 11froom 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., both days.

The event will be held at the Johnston 
Memorial Park – 1583 Hartford Ave. in 
Johnston. Register: members.nricham-
ber.com/.../the-34th-annual-apple

Johnston Senior Center  
offers services

If you need any help with heating, 
housing, etc., during this cold winter or 
humidity or any other time, contact the 
Johnston Senior Center Social Services 
Department by calling 944-3343. Made-
line or Amy will be happy to help you.

Reminder from Parks & Rec
Just a reminder of some of the rules 

and regulations at Johnston Memorial 
Park. There are no dogs allowed in the 
park or walking tracks. Dogs are al-
lowed in the nature trail across the street 
from our parking lot; No smoking or to-
bacco use, No bikes, scooters, skate-
board, etc. are allowed on the walking 
track that surrounds the pond. They may 
be used on the center path of the park, 
Please do not feed the ducks, birds, or 
any wildlife,

Please keep the park clean by using 
the available trash barrels, Absolutely no 
alcoholic beverages on town property. 
No vehicles allowed in the park; No 
swimming or boating in the pond; No 
open flames or charcoal grills. Gas grills 
are permitted; Fireplace use is prohibit-
ed, For your safety, please do not climb 
trees or fences; The park closes at 10 p.m. 
Recreation Department organized activi-
ties may continue; No overnight park-
ing; No foul language or loud music; 
Field use is by permit only.

Also, please be mindful of parking. 
Please display a handicap placard if you 
park in a handicap space. The area be-
hind the office is reserved for employees. 
If you have any questions, please call 
401-272-3460.

Tour the Johnston  
Historical Society

Just a reminder that Tuesdays, 6 to 8 
p.m. are open hours at the Johnston His-
torical Society. Tour the museum! Tour 
the Elijah Angell House! Ask all the 
questions you ever wanted to ask about 
Johnston history! All are welcome!

Contact the Johnston Historical Soci-
ety at 231-3380 or at johnstonhistori-
cal1825@gmail.com, www.johnstonhis-
torical.org or www.facebook.com/john-
stonhistorical.

Friends of the Mohr  
Public Library

Friends of the Mohr Public Library is a 
501(c)3 non-profit corporation dedicated 
to Mohr Library.

Members of the Friends plan and run 
book sales and carry out other fundrais-
ing activities to allow Mohr Library to 
increase services and programs. The 
Friends welcome new members who are 
willing to support either through dona-
tions, membership dues, or through vol-
unteering their time.

To find out more, contact library direc-
tor at 231-4980 (press 7).

Help make a  
house a home

The Furniture Bank of RI, a nonprofit 
corporation, needs bureaus, complete 
twin or double beds, kitchen sets, mat-
tresses, and other household furniture 
that you no longer need. To help a less 
fortunate family through your charitable 

donation of good used furniture, call 
831-5511 to arrange for pick up. All do-
nated articles must be in good condition.

Did you know?
The legend of the Easter bunny bring-

ing eggs appears to have been brought to 
the United States by settlers from Ger-
many. The German tradition of the Eas-
ter bunny (or Oschter Haws) migrated to 
America in the 1700s, accompanying 
German immigrants, many of whom 
settled in Pennsylvania.

Send submissions to SunriseScoops@
aol.com. Photos in jpg format are ac-
cepted and news can include communi-
ty events, promotions, academic news 
and nonprofit events as well as virtual 
events. Email today and see your news 
in our column in the Johnston Sun Rise. 
Please include a daytime telephone 
number in case we require any further 
information.
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My pitch

by 
Alex 

SponSeller
SportS editor

AlexS@
rhodybeAt.com

Sports
St. Mary’s 

wins league title

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The St. Mary’s Middle 
School basketball team beat 
the odds this winter season 
by winning the Division II 
Catholic Athletic League 
Championship. 

The team was led by its 
eighth graders Ryan Chase, 
Marcello Perretta, Aidan 
Papalauskas and Nathan 
Conca. Seventh graders Ser-
gio Perretta, Kryshten Ivy-
Jones and Angel Santiago-
Rico stepped up big, as well 
as sixth graders William El-
lis, Shea Hughes, Jonathan 
Pagliarini and Jaiden Berar-
dis.

St. Mary’s was looking 
forward to competing for a 
state championship back in 
2020, qualifying for the title 
game with just one loss 
throughout the winter. 
However, the COVID-19 
pandemic struck and ended 
the team’s season prema-
turely. 

“As a coach, to make that 
call was the most difficult 
call I had to make in my life 
at that point, to tell the kids 
we will not be playing for 
the championship game 
that they have worked six 
months for. The boys cried 

Middle school club wins OT thriller after year away

LEAGUE CHAMPS: The St. Mary’s basketball team at city hall. (Photo by Leo van Dijk/rhodyphoto.zenfolio.com)

 ST. MARY’S - PAGE 22 HUDDLE UP: The St. Mary’s team meeting in the huddle. (Submitted photo)

Pair of 
Rockets 
headed 
to CCRI

By PETE FONTAINE

Falyn Lusignan and Victoria Butler are living 
proof, as several people suggested during the Rhode 
Island Rockets U-18 recent post-season party, of the 
talent level of players who represent the Johnston 
Gils Softball League’s highly-successful fast-pitch 
traveling ream.

That trait surfaced, in fact several times inside the 
Santa Maria Di Prata Club when Rockets Manager 
Derek Calabro asked Lusignan and Butler to come to 
the microphone for a special surprise gift presenta-
tion.

Thus, Calabro announced that Lusignan and But-

DYNAMIC DUO: Falyn Lusignan and Victoria Butler 
are all smiles while showing off the spiffy sweatshirts 
they received during the RI Rockets U-18 post-sea-
son softball party in honor of their being recruited to 
play for the CCRI fast-pitch softball team this fall. 
(Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

Closing in on 
spring sports
The spring season is 

here with practices 
beginning last week and 
scrimmages taking place 
this week. There are plen-
ty of teams that will be 
interesting to watch as we 
get rolling here, so here 
are a few of them that I 
will be paying close atten-
tion to moving into the 
season:

The Pilgrim softball 
team had a stellar 2021 
campaign and reached 
the state championship 
against Coventry. It was 
an extremely close finale 
but the Oakers would 
get the job done. Pilgrim 

returns some of its core 
from last year, including 
standout pitcher Alyssa 
Twomey.

 PITCH - PAGE 22

 ROCKETS - PAGE 23
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60 Walnut Grove Ave., Cranston

401-270-1271
www.maineventboxingri.com

(Kids Classes Available)

Business Card
DIRECTORY

This Week’s
Featured Business...

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only
$18 per week 

(12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100

Raymond Pezzullo 
Law Offi ces

FAMILY  LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT  LAW

WILLS 
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669
1200 Hartford Avenue • Suite 117

Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

401-736-0600

Climate changing 
the way we fish

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

“I’ve been catching striped bass to 36 
inches from my kayak in South County, 
Rhode Island ponds since December. The 
fish were covered in lice so they just came 
in from the ocean. It would lead you to 
believe that the water temperature was 
plenty warm for them to stay rather than 
migrate south. And, the bait was here for 
them to eat. They have been hammering 
silversides, peanut bunker and some larger 
Atlantic menhaden too,” said Todd Cor-
ayer a kayak light tackle/fly fishing expert 
and noted FishWrap writer and blog pub-
lisher.

“We do not have enough research on 
some stocks like false albacore and bonito. 
They are important to recreational fishing 
but they are not commercially harvested 
and have taken a back seat to species that 
are commercially harvest,” said Willi Gold-
smith, Executive Director, of the American 
Saltwater Guides Association.

Both Corayer and Goldsmith were pan-
elists last week at the 2022 Braid Sympo-
sium which was held virtually by the RI 
Sea Grant Program at the University of 
Rhode Island Graduate School of Oceanog-
raphy. They were joined by Greg Vespe, 
Executive Director of the RI Saltwater An-
glers Associaton; Mike Wade, owner of 
Watch Hill Outfitters, Westerly; Abbie 
Schuster, a charter captain and owner of 
Kismet Outfitters, Martha’s Vineyard; and 
Joe Mariani, Regional Vice President of 
Safe Harbor Marinas. Jon Hare, Director of 
NOAA’s Northeast Fisheries Science Cen-
ter and Pam Rubinoff, Coastal Manage-
ment and Climate Extension Specialist 
from the Coastal Resources Center and RI 
Sea Grant program rounded out the pan-
els.

The consensus of panelists was that cli-
mate change is impacting recreational fish-
ing and boating in a number of ways and 
anglers and boaters are adapting new 
strategies and tactics to adapt. Fish here or 
here in greater abundance include black 
sea bass, sea robins and scup. Exotica 
warm water fish and pelagic fish are here 
in greater abundance too. These species 
would include mahi mahi, bluefin tuna, 
Wahoo and cobia are all being targeted and 
caught in Rhode Island, Massachusetts and 
Connecticut.

Input on climate impacts will be includ-
ed in a report and a video that will high-
light some of the key learnings of the Se-
ries.

The second session of the virtual 2022 
Baird Symposium series will be held 
Wednesday, April 13 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 
p.m. This webinar, “Climate Change Op-
portunities for Anglers and Boaters,” will 
engage northeast recreational anglers and 
boaters and climate experts in discussions 

about how climate change is affecting these 
traditional uses.

Strategies and actions that individuals, 
governments, and industry are taking to 
respond to these changes will also be dis-
cussed as well as some of the tactics that 
anglers are using to catch new or newly 
abundant species.

Event participants include University of 
Rhode Island (URI) Graduate School of 
Oceanography, Coastal Resources Center, 
Rhode Island Sea Grant, Rhode Island Salt-
water Anglers Association, NOAA North-
east Fisheries Science Center, Ørsted, 
American Saltwater Guides Association, 
Ocean Conservancy, Rhode Island Marine 
Trades Association, and Safe Harbor Mari-
nas.

To register for the April 13 event visit Ef-
fects of Climate Change on Recreational 
Fishing and Boating - Session II Tickets, 
Wed, Apr 13, 2022 at 6:30 PM | Eventbrite.

 
Recreational fishing 

regulations kick in for 2022

Rhode Island
Tautog. Last week Terrance Gray, Direc-

tor of the RI Department of Environmental 
Management, approved the tautog regula-
tion of five fish/angler/day, minimum size 
16 inches, with only one of the five fish to 
be 21 inches or larger.

The aim of the regulation change is to 
protect larger female fish with great spawn-
ing potential. Greg Vespe of Tiverton, Ex-
ecutive Director of the RI Saltwater Anglers 
Association (RISAA), said, “This is a great 
win for RISAA’s effort to ease off on killing 
so many large breeders. The number of fish 
in the fall will remain at five fish, rather 
than the RISAA preferred, four fish/angler 
as Director Gray said the State of RI would 
be out of compliance with Massachusetts 
as a Region if it opted for this reduction.” 

RI DEM indicated that the State of Mas-
sachusetts has agreed to joint meetings to 
address RI’s desire to be proactive with 
tautog stock protections. “It is great to have 
our efforts pay off and have a bit more 
protection for our favorite crab munchers,” 
said Vespe.

Black sea bass, scup and summer floun-
der. The RI Marine Fisheries council is 
scheduled to review recreational fishing 
regulations for black sea bass, scup and 
summer flounder at their Monday, April 4, 
6 p.m. meeting at Corless Auditorium, URI 
Bay Campus, Narragansett, RI.

Anglers are urged to attend as important 
black sea bass and summer flounder regu-
lation recommendations will be decided by 
the Council. Black sea bass options include 
an earlier start to the season with the trade-
off of a smaller bag limit and shorter fall/
winter season, something Bay and shore 
anglers have been advocating for years.  

SPINNER BAITS WORK-
ING: John Migliori of 
Aquidneck Island is catch-
ing largemouth bass and 
pickerel using a spinner 
bait changing out hook 
size depending on the tar-
geted species. (Submit-
ted photo)
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at school, over the weekend knowing the opportunity to 
call themselves a state (champion) was just yanked from 
them,” said coach Paul Berardis. 

From there, the following season would be canceled 
outright due to the pandemic, leading the team to the 
2021-22 campaign. The team was relatively inexperi-
enced with four sixth graders and three other kids never 
having played the sport. To make matters worse, the 
team’s opening week would be postponed due to a CO-
VID outbreak.

Despite all the factors at hand, the team would gel fast 
and finish the regular season with a 9-1 record, including 
a big 53-36 win over St. Brendan’s early in the year, which 
would be the turning point for the club moving forward.

“We huddled at halftime for our break and always 
said, ‘1,2,3, team,’ but (we) changed it up and went to, 
‘1,2,3, team, 4,5,6, family,’ ... the kids bought into it, came 
back the second half and beat the larger undefeated team 
because they played together.  Every single player devel-
oped more into a young man and a better player. Shea, 
Jaiden and Sergio with their defense and Jaiden’s ability 
to score, Jonathan’s 3-point shooting, Ryan’s ability to 
move, Marcello, Angel and Aiden our big men under-
neath and Nate being the heart and soul of the team. We 
kept that mantra going the remainder of the season,” said 
Coach Berardis. 

The team finished the regular season 9-1 and outpaced 
the opposition by an average of 54-23.The team took the 
No. 1 seed into the playoffs and got a win over St. Phillips 
to punch its ticket to the championship weekend. St. 
Mary’s was tied 14-14 at half against St. Joseph’s of West 
Warwick, but would roll down the stretch to pick up the 
43-22 win.

The fan section also began to come together as a group 
and would don t-shirts that said “#Family” throughout 
the postseason run.

St. Mary’s would rematch St. Brendan’s in the champi-
onship game and would trail by six points with two 
minutes to play. The team would claw its way back and 

Conca would hit a big 3-pointer to help force overtime. 
St. Brendan’s would lead 34-33 with just 10 seconds 

remaining. St. Mary’s would inbound the ball and Per-
retta dished a pass to Santiago-Rico who capitalized with 
the game-winning layup to take the victory. 

“Timeout (was) called to calm the boys nerves (and I) 
told them they can do anything as they are a family and 
trust each other. We break from the huddle, 1,2,3 team, 
4,5,6 family. Something was different because the 100-plus 
St. Mary’s fans chanted that with us that time. The boys 
were in awe and I looked at them and said, ‘this is our 
family, let’s go do it.’

The team would go on to celebrate its championship in 
the ensuing days and was honored by the city of Crans-
ton on Monday evening for an awards ceremony in city 
hall. Three of the graduating eighth graders will be at-
tending Cranston West next year while another will be 
heading to Bishop Hendricken. 

Pilgrim will be considered one of the favorites this 
spring, as it should be. Pilgrim has had one of the 
elite programs in the state over the past decade and 
will be right back in the mix this time around. 

Division I is always a dogfight at the top, and one 
of those dogs will once again be Cranston West. The 
Falcons had an impressive season last year when it 
reached the playoffs once again. The Falcons saw 
nearly half of their lineup go on to play college ball, 
which was a really special story a year ago. Having 
even just one player compete at the next level is im-
pressive, but for West to have half of its starting 
lineup reach the next step was a sight to see.

Now, like Pilgrim, will the new role players be 
able to fill those shoes and get back into the mix? 
Will the team also be able to flourish under new 
coach PJ Bessette who is taking the reins from long-
time skipper Jeff Smith? Division I is so competitive 
and these two teams have a chance to make noise 
once again.

Other softball teams that intrigue me are Johnston 
and Toll Gate. Each of those teams had similar paths 
last year. They got off to shaky starts, found their 
rhythm in the back half of their schedules, and then 
became forces come playoff time. Neither team was 
looked at as championship material heading into 
last year, but by season’s end they were each legiti-
mate playoff factors. 

For baseball, Hendricken fell victim to one of the 
biggest upsets of the year when Cranston West won 
in the opening round of the playoffs. I still remem-
ber that day … I was down the road covering Pil-
grim-Toll Gate when I heard a parent in the crowd 
read a text saying the Hawks lost. I couldn’t believe 
it … Hendricken seemed like a lock to take home the 
title after a dominant regular season.

Hendricken is a consistent program that is always 
in the championship mix, so it will be interesting to 
see how it responds to the disappointing and prema-
ture end to last year.

On the flip side, West will be returning quite a bit 
and has the momentum from the surprising run it 
went on.

Meanwhile, Pilgrim lost its top two players from 
last year in Jared Reminder and Kenny Rix. Those 
two became one of, if not the best 1-2 punch on the 
mound in the state. Can the Pats overcome the loss 
of those two studs?

Next up is lacrosse.
The Pilgrim boys fell in the title game and had 

their chance to win it after an impressive regular 
season and dominant postseason run. The returning 
players have been very vocal about how hungry 
they are to get the job done and they will have more 
than enough pieces to have a chance this time 
around. 

I won’t make this an official prediction, but I have 
a strong feeling that these guys are going to have a 
special year. The players that I have spoken to 
throughout the school year, the ones that player 
other sports, it always seems to come back to the 
upcoming lacrosse season and how they are eyeing 
a title. They have the skill, experience and hunger. If 
they put it all together, the Pats will be a force.

The Toll Gate girls also came close to bringing 
home the title, taking an early lead on Burrillville at 
states. The Broncos rolled in the second half and 
would run away with the victory.

Toll Gate lost a chunk of its lineup, but did return 
standout Adeline Areson, who was the Warwick 
Beacon’s Player of the Year in 2021. Areson was a 
force as a freshman, and then just enjoyed a huge 
season on the basketball court this winter as a soph-
omore. She alone will make this team a contender.

Cranston East, Johnston and North Providence are 
joining forces as a boys co-op this year which will be 
interesting to see. I always find co-ops fascinating, 
especially in the early going. That will be a team that 
could be flying under the radar.

Bishop Hendricken’s outdoor track and field team 
is always in the mix for a championship and will 
once again look to make some noise. The Hawks 
came up short in the indoor season, and although 
they are different sports, much of the team will re-
main intact. I do find that crossover interesting. It 
really is amazing how volatile the results can be 
once you switch to the outdoors.

I also am expecting big things from Cranston 
West’s track team. The Falcons had a strong finish in 
the winter and have pretty strong numbers return-
ing. West is definitely a team that is being over-
looked. 

Boys tennis returns to action, and I am curious to 
see which, if any, of our teams will break out in 2022. 
None of our teams made deep runs last season, 
which surprised me a little bit considering Hen-
dricken is, well, Hendricken, and West has a deep 
roster numbers-wise. The Falcons were young and 
now have a year of experience under their belts, Pil-
grim and Toll Gate will be a co-op. We’ll see how it 
pans out. 

I am looking forward to getting back out there and 
giving you my updated thoughts as we roll along. 
Happy spring!

■ Pitch
(Continued from page 20)

■ St. Mary’s
(Continued from page 20)

CELEBRATION: St. Mary’s coach Paul Berardis hugs 
a player. (Submitted photo)
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-379-4172

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions. 
  

ler had been recruited to play for 
the Community of Rhode Island 
Lady Knights and presented each 
girl with an official CCRI sweat-
shirt in honor of their most recent 
accomplishment.

The pair’s recruitment also caps 
their years in fast-pitch for “Tori” 
as Butler is nicknamed, always 
wanted to be a pitcher since her 
first day in Little League.

“It did not come easy,” Calabro 
emphasized while talking about 
Butler, who has been a pitcher for 
the Johnston High girls softball 
squad. “Tori has worked hard year-
in and year-out to become a force to 
be reckoned with on the mound. 
She pushed through some long 
days and ended on a winning side 
more often than not. She has also 

been one of our team captains!”
Like Butler – who is a senior at 

Ponaganset High – is the Rockets 
standout second baseman who as 
Calabro pointed out “is always 
smiling and asking questions. She 
is a leader on the team and one of 
our first team captains. She is a wel-
come wagon and is always first to 
greet a new player.”

As equally impressive, as Calabro 
and even Rockets’ rival coaches 
will occur: “Falyn (Lusignan) “has 
developed into an amazing second 
baseman that her teammates count 
on in big situations.”

Likewise, Lusignan and Butler 
have been with the Rockets since 
day one as Calabro added “they 
have grown into amazing athletes 
and even better people. We wish 
them continued success in their 
softball careers and look forward to 
watching them play for the Lady 
Knights in the fall.”

■ Rockets
(Continued from page 20)

Dunkin’ Donuts wins    
rec league championship

Dunkin’ Donuts recently took home the Johnston Recreation 5th and 6th grade bas-
ketball title. Here is a look at the champions, which include: (Bottom row left to right) 
Ryder Calabro, Anthony Sanchez, Liam Shields and Mason Provoyer. (Top left to 
right) Lucca Ricci, Steven Palardy, Aiden Neil and Dereck Simas. Coaches Jamie 
Ricci & Derek Shields. (Submitted photo)

HALL OF FAMERS: The new IAABO Board 84 Hall of Famers Ed Bradley, Gary 
Pucino, Mike Cabral and Bobby Silvestri. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

IAABO Board 84 
celebrates local officials

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Rhode Island Basketball Officials 
Association and IAABO Board 84 hosted 
its annual banquet last week at the Santa 
Maria Di Prata Society in Cranston.

The banquet celebrated local basket-
ball officials while honoring the latest 
Hall of Fame class, while also welcom-
ing the newest group of officials enter-
ing the scene. Board 84 also presented 
six high school standouts with the an-
nual scholarship awards.

The newest Hall of Fame class in-
cludes local legends Ed Bradley, Gary 
Pucino, Mike Cabral and Bobby Silves-
tri.

Bradley became a member of Board 84 
in 1980 and refereed at the high school 
level for decades. After taking a brief 
hiatus, he has since returned to coaching 
local middle school basketball. Pucino 
has been a member of the board for 33 
years and has served multiple roles dur-
ing that time. He was appointed assis-
tant chair on the IAABO Foundation 
Committee and has represented Board 
84 on the national stage. 

Cabral has been a member of the 
board since 1975 and is a former presi-
dent. He has been a pioneer in Rhode 

Island basketball officiating and has 
taught many officials the ropes over the 
past four decades. Silvestri has been on 
the board since 1980 and has served as 
both president and commissioner dur-
ing that span. He has worked eight state 
championships in his career. 

The newest members of Board 84 that 
were introduced were Ed Messina, An-
eury Pichardo, Ken Rattey, Nick Travis 
and Dean Waterman. 

The Ralph Catuohno Scholarships 
were handed out to Burrillville’s Calla 
Puccetti, Lincoln’s Eliana Wu and Pona-
ganset’s Samantha McFee. The Arthuer 
Iannotti Scholarships were given to Cov-
entry’s William Begones, Narragansett’s 
Chase Flint and Mt. Saint Charles’ Alex 
Gasbarro. 

The board also announced its annual 
golf tournament will be held on Satur-
day, Aug. 13 at the Swansea Country 
Club. It will be a 10:30 a.m. check in with 
a shotgun start at 1 p.m. There will be 
raffles, a silent auction, longest drive 
contest, closest to the pin, among others. 
All proceeds will go toward RI high 
school basketball scholarships. 

For more information regarding the 
tournament, contact Joe Leclerc at joe_
leclerc@tjx.com. 

Hendricken’s DeCiccio 
appointed to RIIL 
Principals’ Committee 
on Athletics

Bishop Hendricken is proud to 
announce that Mark DeCiccio ’03, 
Principal, has been appointed to 
the Rhode Island Interscholastic 
League’s (RIIL) Principals’ Com-
mittee on Athletics (PCOA) by Mi-
chael P. Lunney, the league’s Execu-
tive Director. DeCiccio’s service on 
the committee will begin August 1, 
2022.

The PCOA is the governing body 
of the RIIL and high school athlet-
ics in Rhode Island. Within its juris-
diction, the PCOA supervises ath-
letic programs, contests, schedules, 
and matters related to athletics for 
participating high school in the 
state. All principals who serve on 

the PCOA are members of the 
Rhode Island Association of School 
Principals. The committee’s goal is 
to provide quality athletic pro-
grams for the student-athletes of 
the Ocean State.

“At Hendricken, service and bal-
ance are critical to our mission,” 
said DeCiccio. “It’s an honor and a 
privilege to be able to serve the 
student-athletes of Rhode Island. I 
thank Mike Lunney, Tom Marcello, 
and all those at the RIIL for their 
confidence in my abilities to aid the 
growth of our state’s organized ath-
letics — a critical part of a student’s 
educational experience.”
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E
arlier for Women’s History Month we 
talked about the bad-to-the-bone women 
found between comic book pages that have 
infl uenced generations and the collectibles 
market behind them. When it comes to the 

silver screen a long time ago in a galaxy far, far away there 
is one queen, rather princess that rises to the top. Carrie 
Fischer’s role as Princess Leia is arguably one of the most 
iconic strong women in the world of Pop Culture. She’s 
been infl uencing young ladies for decades from when she 
fi rst fought back against Darth Vader in the opening of 
Star Wars: A New Hope May 25th, 1977 to leading the 
Resistance as General Organa in Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens thirty-eight years later. No pun intended but 
she is certainly a force to be reckoned with, and that 
strength has been refl ected in the appreciation fans have 
today for Princess Leia and the market surrounding the 
character.

When Star Wars was released, it was an instant 

sensation. People went crazy! So much that Kenner 
when producing the original toy line waited until 1978 
for the release as they were worried, they could not meet 
the demand for the 1977 holiday season. What they did 
release though for Christmas that year was an “Early 
Bird Certifi cate Package”. This included a cardboard 
cutout stand for the fi rst twelve fi gures to be released and 
a mail-in coupon to receive a four-pack of action fi gures 
in the spring. This four-pack included Luke Skywalker, 
Chewbacca, R2-D2, and our intergalactic woman of the 
month Princess Leia. She was one of the very fi rst 
action fi gures children could play with when Star 
Wars was released. I’d say that’s pretty important. In 
today’s market the “Early Bird” kit has become a holy 
grail for collectors with pristine examples selling over 
$10,000. But to even have an open and played with 
kit retaining the original box can bring between $800 
and $1,200. While they are toys this is certainly not 
child’s play today. This coming Spring at Bruneau & 
Co. Auctioneers we will be offering an original owner 

collection of factory sealed Star Wars action fi gures. 
The collection of a loving mother who every time she 
bought a fi gure for her son, she’d buy an extra to keep 
for herself. If you are reading this and are sitting on a 
cache of toys, the market is hotter than it hasever been 
before. The important note though is you always want 
the opinion of an expert andwork with someone on 
consignment, you never want to sell outright. You will 
only be sellingyourself short. When the time comes we 
are here to help.

By Travis Landry
Auctioneer & Specialist

Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, RI

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

Mon. 10aM-6pM • Tues.-saT. 9:30aM-6:30pM • Closed sunday

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

Now AvAilAble — PrivAte APPoiNtmeNts 
& House CAlls For Your CoNveNieNCe

CA$H For GolD
HiGHest PriCes PAiD! 

sell with confidence to a liCeNseD 
precious metals dealer.

buYiNG 
and selliNG
Gold • Silver • Diamonds 
Jewelry • Coins & more!
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN,

 WE BUY IT ALL!

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,

 Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations

We make house calls during the pandemic 
Military Items, 

Musical Instruments, 
Oil Paintings, 

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

Aable Jewelers 
and Antique Center

OPEN: 
Mon.-Sat. 

11AM-5PM

1615 Warwick Avenue • Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)

738-6099
R.I. Lic. 
#90304

OUR

.
i

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 • Licensed and Bonded

GOLD AND DIAMONDS • SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED—HIGH PRICES! 

We Pay More $$$ - Why Go anyWhere else?

$$ We Buy Gold, Silver, Platinum JeWelry & ScraP, 
coinS, diamondS & more $$ toP caSh PriceS Paid 

We Will Buy entire ColleCtions of Pre-1970
CoMiCs • Cards • Coins • toys & others

www.goldpawnexchange.com
smelucci77@gmail.com

1507 Post road
Warwick, ri 02888
401-921-5846

Gold & Silver
Jewelry & Coin

Gold & Silver Jewelry & Coin
New Location!

lic. #20070 
confidential Buyer 

For 15 years

537 Pontiac Avenue, 
Cranston, RI

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com

Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

$$ Looking to BUY Your Collectibles $$ 

We are actively purchasing 
COMIC BOOKS
TOYS • RECORDS
We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.
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Home again

After 2-year hiatus, RI Home Show
opens April 7 at Convention Center 

FAMILY-OWNED BUSINESS: Central Nurseries of Johnston will put on the “Gardens 
of the World” self-guided tour at this year’s RI Home Show. (Left to right) Steven, Paul, 
Gianna and James Pagliarini. �  HOME - PAGE 26

By EMMA BARTLETT

T
he RI Home Show is only a week away and Gianna Pagliarini from 
Central Nurseries in Johnston is looking forward to the upcoming 
exhibition. She said the nursery has participated in the show since 
2018 and when one home show ends, the business immediately starts 
preparing for the next one. This year, Central Nurseries created a garden 
experience titled Gardens of the World – which is a self-guided tour 

for visitors. This experience (which is part of the show’s “Tour” category) includes 
France, England, Italy, Japan, Holland, Rhode Island (America), Canada and the 
tropics. 

“We want people to see how they can take little pieces of certain countries and put 
them in their own landscape,” said Pagliarini. 

The Rhode Island Builders Association (RIBA) will hold this year’s home 
show from Thursday, April 7 to Sunday, April 10 at the Rhode Island Convention 
Center. The event returns for the fi rst time since 2019, with hundreds of exhibitors, 
contractors, workshops and more. Forty of the businesses and exhibitors present 
come from Cranston, Johnston and Warwick. Tickets are $10 per adult and $8 for 
seniors; youth ages 15 and under are free. Tickets are valid for all four days of the 
show with a wristband, and tickets can be purchased online or at the gate.

On Thursday and Friday, the show opens from noon to 9 a.m. On Saturday, guests 
can come from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and on Sunday the show will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.  

The show is divided into four categories: Tour, Explore, Learn and Find.  
In the “Tour” category, Central Nurseries will highlight eight countries from 

around the world. Central Nurseries is a family-owned nursery and landscape 
construction company that offers a range of services from design and installation to 
maintenance and interior plant displays. Pagliarini has worked in the business for 
12 years and is a fourth-generation family member working at the nursery. She said 
she works the business end of the company since she did not receive a green thumb.

Pagliarini said the nursery selected the countries based on the type of plant 
material they could get and that could survive in Rhode Island’s climate. She said 
that while she would love to have tall Italian cypresses in the Italy garden, the tree 
wouldn’t survive, so the nursery’s goal was to fi nd a similar looking plant that 
would have an Italy effect.
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R.L. Davis Movers, Inc.
Residential - Commercial
Packing Services & Supplies Available

5% Senior Discount
Serving All of New England

401-463-0006
Lic. #MC134        Insured

Electrical

Home Improvements

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990  AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa  Insured

Weatherproof
Home Improvement

Interior/Exterior Painting
Roofing • Siding • Gutters • Decks

Dennis
732-9218   Reg. #31803

John’s Construction 
Handyman Services

Painting  ●   Windows
Carpentry  
942-1729

15% OFF next project with ad. 
Reg. #24655   ~     Insured

Murphy’s Maintenance
Painting ~

Interior/Exterior
Carpentry

Powerwashing
Houses & Decks    

465-7663 Reg. #20638 

Handyman

Moving & Storage

Landscaping

Complete
Landscaping 

Grass Cutting
Masonry Work

All Work Guaranteed
Jake 374-3695 
Free Estimates   Reg. # 37648

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.
Insured ●  Reg. #27176 ●  #RI877

401-647-9606

Storage

STORAGE CONTAINERS
 For Rent. Stationary at 

Johnston location or mobile. 
We can bring to your

location for monthly rental. 
Very competitive, fast & 
reliable service. Call for
our pricing & incentive

programs for long term use.

401-837-0048 or 401-663-0174

Rubbish Removal

House Junk Removal
Garages • Basements

Small Demolitions 
Reliable Service

Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505
Spring Cleanups

House - Cellars - Yards 
Garages - Moving?

Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service! 

741-2781 Lic. #37379 - Insured  

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK  
REMOVAL & MORE

10, 15, 20 & 30 Containers 
placed at your location. 

Competitive rates. Reliable, courteous 
service. Call for pricing & availability, 

1st 401-626-8737
 2nd 401-837-0048.

Business 
ServiceS

Snow Removal
for Driveways & 

Walkways
By Snowblower & Shoveling

Ice Melt Available

401-924-2999

Snow Removal

Plastering

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection

ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations

Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts

Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

 Reg. #4114  ★     Member BBB  ★     Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369 

ALL SKILL
Landscaping

Lawn Maintenance
Tree Trimming & Removals

Stump Grinding

401-924-2999

Affordable Movers 
(LOW PRICES)

1 piece to everything
Pianos moved

Furniture hoisting
Apartments, homes and of-

fice moving
7 day service - 24hrs

John 401-862-6683
RI • MA              Lic#2454

Power Washing

Coast to Coast
Power Washing
Everything Residential
When Quality/Service

Matters, call Ken,
401-413-0547

Satisfaction Guarenteed!
Save 20% off this month!

Business
Services

ads start at

$32/week
for 4 or more weeks

in the
Johnston Sun Rise, 
Warwick Beacon & 

Cranston Herald 
(All 3 papers for one low price)

DEADLINE: 10 am Monday

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing

Free Estimates
Jason     ●      Craig

378-8525  ●  743-2554
Reg. #22833                 Insured              

T & T Painting
401-944-0336

Interior & Exterior Painting
No Deposit Required
Pay upon Completion

Fully Insured - Reg.#3469
Free Estimates - 35 yrs. experience

ttpainting.com

Painting

Local businesses
with exhibits include:

Alexander’s Uniform 
Made in the Shade 
NextHome Ocean State Realty Group 
Phantom Screens 
Renewable Energy Services of New England 
Central Nurseries 
Classic Seal Coating, Inc. 
Continental Engineering & Service Co. 
Dog Guard of RI and Southern MA 
Keys To Fun 
Lighting & Design by J&K Electric Supply 
Miracle Method Bathroom Restoration 
Northeast Design + Build 
Pezza Garage Doors 
Pool Plus Inc. 
Re-Bath of Rhode Island and Southern MA 
Restivo’s Heating & Air Conditioning 
Union Fence 
ABC New England LLC 
Aerus, LLC 
Baystate Financial Services 
Best Tile of New England 
Certa ProPainters 
Crystal Waters Hot Tubs 
Delta T 
DreamMaker Bath & Kitchen 
Harris Blinds & Shutters 
International Housewares 
Levine Painting 
Moriarty’s Fence Company 
Oak Street Health 
Petro Heating & Air Conditioning Co. 
R.E. Coogan Heating, Inc. 
Rhode Island Home Improvement 
Rooftop Power Co. 
Shalvey Brothers Landscape 
Slocum Insurance  Agency 
Slocum Real Estate 
The RI Association of Realtors 
Your CBD Store

■ Home (Continued from page 25)

At the home show, individuals can learn how wind, soil 
type, soil moisture, humidity, pollution, snow and winter 
sunshine affects plant survival; the way plants are placed in 
the landscape, how they are planted and their size/health 
might also influence their survival. 

In preparation for the RI Home Show, Central Nurseries 
had the help of roughly 300 students across the state. Some 
of the students assisted with the project’s conceptual aspects 
and others will help with assembling and disassembling the 
gardens.

Pagliarini said signage within the tour will inform 
individuals on the type of plants and countries, and 
employees will be available to talk with homeowners. 
Central Nurseries’ products will not be on sale at the event, 
so Pagliarini recommends that individuals photograph the 
tags of plants they like so Central Nurseries can help them at 
their store; once the show is over, all the materials will return 
to their Johnston location and can be purchased. 

Pagliarini mentioned that during the pandemic business 
was extremely busy and said every day felt like Saturday 
with people shopping for plants because they were at home 
and spending more time in the yard. 

“We were fortunate that it [the pandemic] affected us in a 
positive way,” Pagliarini said. 

She said it seems that people have stuck with gardening 
and that more people want to spend more time at home and 
in yards. 

In addition to the Gardens of the World experience, the 
show’s “Tour” section includes an Art of the Ocean State 
Gallery presented by the Rhode Island State Council on the 
Arts. Individuals can purchase photography and paintings 
created by Rhode Island artists. 

In “Explore,” guests can visit the Specialty RI Flower Show, 
the floral competition and can check out the connected home 
showcase and the free soil test/seed giveaway. 

The “Find” category features hundreds of individual 
exhibitors, contractors, workshops and more. From local 
contractors to tradesmen, these individuals can offer helpful 
tips on how to best utilize the expertise of your local resources. 

Solar remains big 

Solar returns as one of the big topics of the RI Home 
Show. According to Christopher Kearns, the Assistant 
Director for Special Projects at the Rhode Island Office of 
Energy Resources, there are 12,290 residential solar systems 
installed within Rhode Island as of Dec. 2021. He said solar 
homeowners pursue solar for environmental/climate change 
and energy saving benefits. The residential solar programs 
were introduced to the state in 2013. 

“The programs have been very popular and we expect that 
to continue in 2022,” said Kearns in an email interview. 

At this year’s RI Home Show, homeowners can learn about 
the state’s Renewable Energy Fund and Renewable Energy 
Growth Program options that are available to homeowners 
to evaluate solar. 

“Homeowners (or their contracted solar developer) also 
leverage the federal Investment Tax Credit when accessing 
one of the state residential solar programs. Residential solar 
systems are also exempt from local property taxes, per RI 
state law,” Kearns said. 

Kearns mentioned that inflation has impacted a number 
of sectors of the country’s economy – including materials 
associated with solar installations. He said the Office of 
Energy Resources encourages homeowners to review solar 
options for their homes and get multiple developer quotes on 
an installation and the warranties provided. 

The Home Show’s Energy Expo which is part of the 
“Learn” category will feature the All-Electric Home, a project 
in partnership with the Rhode Island Builders Association. 
According to the Home Show’s website, this project highlights 
the Warwick Career Tech Center Carpentry and Electrical 
students who created a cross-section of an all-electric home 
from solar and appliances, to heating, controls and battery 
storage. 

HOME SWEET HOME: RI kitchen and Bath display their products.
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JAY PACKAGING
GROUP

$900 SIGNING BONUS* 
*Signing Bonus is available to new employees for the successful 
completion of their new position as a packer or material handler. 

Located in Warwick, RI, we are a leader in the printing and packag-
ing industry, providing our customers with packaging solutions that 
stretch the limits of technology while delivering products in a timely, 
consistent and cost-competitive manner.  Our customer base is grow-
ing and we need motivated individuals to join our team and help to 
create innovative visual display packaging.  These positions are full 
time and not seasonal positions.

We offer a competitive benefit package including Blue Cross Blue 
Shield and Dental, VSP eye care, company-paid life insurance, 401(k), 
savings plan, vacation/holidays, and employee recognition programs 
in addition to a safe, clean working environment.

Mena Raso, Senior Human Resources
100 Warwick Industrial Drive, Warwick, RI 02886
Fax: 401.244.1398 • e-mail: mraso@jaypack.com

Hand Packers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift 

Material Handlers
1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift

Press Feeder
off shifts

Quality Assurance 
Manager

1st Pressman - off shifts

2nd Pressman

Thermoforming Operator

500  Help Wanted 500  Help Wanted

ARBORVITAE
Privacy Hedge Trees
8-Foot Dark American 
Arborvitae (Premium)
NOW
ONLY 

$195 each

FREE Delivery
FREE installation

Selling fast!

518-536-1367
Lowcosttreefarm.com

Real Estate Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs 
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

READING TUTOR: CERTIFIED 
K-12. 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
CALL 258-7082

Tutoring

Yard Sale

Gigantic Yard Sale: 24 Holly Hill 
Lane, Cranston, 02921 – Satur-
day April 2nd from 8am-12pm. 
Toys, Paperback books, base-
ment improvement items and 
more!

Cars and Trucks wanted – Any 
condition - $300 and up; $ Cash 
Paid $ Call 401-943-6625 Lic# 
200

Autos Wanted

Duplex For Rent
CRANSTON: 2 BED, 1.5 baths. 
Unfurnished, hardwood floors. 
Washer & Dryer, stove, refrig-
erator, 1-yr lease. $1000 mo. + 
utilities. Security. No pets. No 
smoking. Credit check, BCI, refer-
ences. Bob 529-5898.

Business For Sale

Beautiful condition 80” tall glass 
on top hutch. 65” across. $200 or 
best. Nancy 232-431 Text 4 pics.

Furniture

LOCAL LIQUOR STORE For 
Sale: Serious inquiries only. 623-
1234.

Help Wanted

Advertising Account Executive 
– West Bay - Local Newspaper 
Company looking for an adver-
tising sales representative to 
service the Cranston/Johnston 
area. Knowledge of this area and 
its businesses is preferred. Com-
puter Skills (Outlook, Word, Ex-
cel) helpful. The ideal candidate 
should possess strong organiza-
tional skills. Assertiveness and 
professionalism in the workplace 
is a must. They should be willing 
to work in an office environment 
as well as on the road. Sales 
experience helpful. But will train 
the ideal candidate. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing 
to spend time on the road as well 
as in the office. Flexibility is key in 
this position. Base Salary + Com-
mission. Interested candidates 
can send their resume to don-
naz@rhodybeat.com.

PEST CONTROL TECH WANT-
ED. Full Time. Griggs and Browne, 
Providence. Competitive Salary. 
To apply, call 401-944-3400

CLEANER: Part-time. 1st Shift, 
20-25 hours/week, Monday-Sat-
urday. $13/Hour. Must have valid 
Driver’s License and clean BCI. 
Call Paul at 301-1162.

Ice Rink positions. Rink Atten-
dant / Maintenance / Cleaners 
/ Zamboni Operator at both our 
North Smithfield and Pawtucket 
facilities. Qualified applicants 
for this position must be clean, 
reliable and customer oriented. 
Applicant must be able to pass 
a background check. Hours are 
extremely flexible. We are look-
ing to fill both Full Time and Part 
Time positions. Salary is based 
on experience.  Email: Rick@
phchockey.com

Help Wanted

Carpet Cleaning Trainee - 
$16/HR. Full time days. Valid 
drivers license. Clean BCI. 
Full benefits, excellent working 
conditions. Call Joe 401-258-
9648

Advertising Account Executive - 
National/Major Accounts - Local 
Newspaper Company seeking a 
seasoned professional for a print 
and digital sales position, cultivat-
ing new business and servicing 
current national, regional and ma-
jor local accounts. The ideal can-
didate would possess strong or-
ganizational skills. Assertiveness 
and strong communication skills 
are a must. Computer Skills (Out-
look, Word, Excel) helpful. Base 
Salary + Commission. Must have 
your own vehicle and be willing to 
spend time on the road as well as 
in a office setting. Interested can-
didates can send their resume to 
donnaz@rhodybeat.com. 

Full time server needed for as-
sisted living community. Shift 
6:30am – 2:30pm shift. Needs to 
be flexible including every other 
weekend and every other holiday. 
Apply in person Halcyon at West 
Bay Manor 2783 West Shore 
Road, Warwick, RI EOE

Assisted Living community seek-
ing evening PT person, 4pm – 
8pm, flexible to assist the mainte-
nance director. Ability to multi-task 
and prioritize in a customer ser-
vice environment. Excellent work-
ing environment. Apply in person 
at Halcyon at West Bay, 2783 
West Shore Road, Warwick

Job Wanted

Elder care. Light housekeep-
ing, cooking, laundry, companion-
ship. Eden Park/Auburn area only. 
References. Excellent worker. 
Call Nancy 401-781-8053

Book Release 2021 Baseball 
From Providence To Promi-
nence By Dan D’Alessio. ISBN# 
978-1-6624-3862-2 for hard copy. 
Also an E-Book and paperback.

Misc. For Sale

Misc. For Sale Misc. For Sale

OFFICE HOURS:    Monday thru Friday  8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

To place or cancel a classified ad:

Call 732-3100 by — 
	 •	 10	AM	Monday	for
	 	 Cranston	Herald	(Thursday),	
	 	 Warwick	Beacon	(Thursday)	&	
	 	 Johnston	Sun	Rise	(Thursday)

adVerTisinG cosTs:
LINE-BY-LINE: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
 Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY: 
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch. 

BUSINESS SERvICE ADS: 
$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and 
Johnston Sun Rise
Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Add the RI Reminder:
$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4  Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

CREDIT POLICY      We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified 
ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business 
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

please check Your ad!
We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements, 
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears. 
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it 
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not 
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any 
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the 
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error 
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be 
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next 
issue at advertiser’s option.

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

4 Lines / $2500
NAME   ____________________________________________________________________________________ PHONE  ____________________________

ADDRESS   _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY  ________________________________________________________________________ STATE   __________________ ZIP ____________________

$25.00/Week — $29.00/Week with Bold

$29.00/Week — $33.00/Week with Bold

$33/Week — $37/Week with Bold

Includes Warwick Beacon, Cranston 
Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
Run your ad for 4 weeks or more and $ave $2.00 per week.
❏ Bold Face First Line of ad for $4.00 per week

Use 1 block for each letter, nUmber or pUnctUation mark. leave one blank block between each word or after each pUnctUation mark. (minimUm ad - 4 lines)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

DeaDLine:
Monday 10 AM

CArd #  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  EXP. dATE: _____________________  SEC. CodE ____________________

AMoUNT ENCLoSEd  $ _____________  CHECK # __________

# oF WEEKS  Ad IS To rUN  _________      
❑ ❑ ❑ ❑

CATEGorY
______________________

MAIL TO:
Beacon Communications
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889
Attn: CLASSIFIEDS

or    e-mail to: AmandaN@rhodybeat.com

Sun Rise  401-732-3100

Classified
Advertising 
Deadline

is Monday
at 10 AM

Call Amanda to place 
your ad by phone
732-3100
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PROPANE FILLING STATION

904 Manton Ave. • Providence (IN FRONT OF STOP & SHOP)
Phil.Johnston32@gmail.com  •  www.jfcpropane.com

621-8129 Call Phil
• Open 7 days a week
• Open all year
• English & Spanish

ALL
PROPANE

TANKS
FILLED
HERE

Be Safe –GRILL!

CA$H FOR GOLD
BUYING and SELLING

Gold • Silver • Diamonds • Jewelry • Coins
OLD, NEW OR BROKEN — WE BUY IT ALL!

1450 Atwood Ave, Suite 10, Johnston, RI 02919
401.525.CA$H (2274)

MON. 10AM-6PM • TUES.-SAT. 9:30AM-6:30PM • CLOSED SUNDAY

HIGHEST PRICES PAID! Sell with confi dence

to a LICENSED precious metal dealer.

Atwood Coin and Jewelry
LIC. #201901-001

SEE OUR AD
ON THE

COLLECTIBLES
PAGE

Mention This Ad For $500 OFF Exterior Painting Jobs ($2500 & Over)

Nardone Painting Co.
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR WORK

Roofi ng, Siding and Windows
NOW OFFERING: Carpentry,

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling & Hardwood Floors
Over 40 Years Experience — Quality Work

LICENSED & INSURED

401-943-1675
Luciano Nardone                       27 Tweed Street, Cranston

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency

vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue • Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 • Fax: 401-273-0477

Place Your Ad Today
Reach

LOCAL
Customers!

ONLY 
$1500

 PER WEEK
(10-week commitment)

3.42”x2” ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

WET BASEMENT – MOLD?
• PUMPS INSTALLED • UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE

• MOLD REMEDIATION • FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

Quality Workmanship • Reasonable Pricing

(401) 516-3641
www.DivConServices.com

Diversifi ed Services                RI Reg. #9386

M&M’sss
DINER

401-270-7371
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1031 Plainfi eld Street
Johnston, RI 02919
Open Daily 7AM-8PM

3 EGGS 
& TOAST 

$149
PASTA WITH
1 MEATBALL 

$599
FISH &
CHIPS 

$799
1LB. T-BONE
DINNER 

$1799

NOW 
OPEN
at 7am!!
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